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BLOWING    BUBBLES 


TTOW  slight  a  thing  will  amuj-e  a  child  !  Sometimes  chil- 
-^-'-  dren  spend  hours  in  the  simple  sport  of  blowing  bubbles. 
It  is  quite  cheering  to  hear  the  chatter  of  their  little  voices 
and  the  ripple  of  their  merry  laughter  as  a  large  ball  of  glori- 
ous colors  suspends  itself  from  the  end  of  a  pipe  or  ttraw 
by  merely  blowing  through  it  after  a  little  soapy  water  has 
been  inhaled  into  it.  So  they  sit  and  blow,  and  laugh  at  their 
fickle  playihings, 
which  soon  van- 
ish, leaving  no 
trace  of  their  ex- 
istence. 

Not  only  do 
children  pass  their 
time  in  blowing 
bubbles,  but  even 
men  are  to  be 
found  who  spend 
their  time  to  no 
better  purpose — 
using  their  breath 
to  blow  into  some 
subject  with  no 
more  depth  than 
a  water  basin, 
and  producing  an 
effect  similar  to  a 
glowing  bubble, 
which  disappears 
as  soon  as  the 
breath  ceases,  and 
leaves  no  impres- 
sion upon  the 
world  of  mankind. 

The  lives  of  the 
children  of  the 
Latter-day  Saints 
should  be  spent 
in  such  a  useful 
manner  that  their 
record  may  serve 
as   a   worthy    ex- 


ample for  those  who  follow  after.  There  are  some — let  us 
hope  not  manj' — who  sail  through  life  like  the  old  sea  captain, 
who  started  out  with  a  bark  laden  with  good  and  priceless 
things,  but  soon  forgot  his  valuable  cargo,  and  simply  glided 
upon  the  ocean,  without  care  or  thought  for  his  precious 
treasures,  whithersoever  his  vessel  would  drift,  until  finally 
it  wag  dashed  upon  the  rocks  and  wrecked;   and  after  many 

days  was  washed 
to  shore,  only  to 
be  cast  adrift 
again. 

How  much  bet- 
ter it  would  be  to 
carry  our  cargo 
of  priceless  bles- 
sings which  God 
has  given  us  safe- 
ly over  the  ocean 
of  life,  and  when 
we  reach  the  eter- 
nal shore  be 
anchored  in  safety 
and  allowed  to 
pass  the  shining 
portals  into  the 
presence  of  the 
righteous  and  the 
blessed ! 

No  truer  saying 
exists  than '  'where 
there's  a  will 
there's  a  way;" 
and  he  who  has 
the  will  may  live 
a  life  of  purity, 
truth  and  good- 
ness, and  use  the 
powers  God  has 
given  him  in  such 
a  way  that  he  will 
benefit  not  only 
himself    but    his 
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feilow-man.  How  sad  it  must  be  to  lay  down  one's  life  with- 
out a  record  of  sood  deeds,  and  to  feel  that  what  he  has 
accomplished  on  earth  has  amounted  to  nothing  more  than 
bubble  blowing! 

"Have  you  ever  forgotten,  my  friend, 

The  bubbles  we  used  to  blow  ? 
How  high  up  the  bubbles  we'd  send  ' 

How  with  rainbow  colors  they'd  glow? 
All  the  beautiful  things  of  the  world 

Seemed  to  shine  in  their  texture  gay, 
As  they  soared,  and  dipped,  !ind  whirled. 
And  floated,  and— fell  away. 

"But  'we  all  blow  bubbles.'     'Tis  true. 

Not  merely  as  children  alone: 
One-half  of  the  aims  we  pursue. 

Are  bubbles  we've  never  outgrown. 
The  merchiint  is  seeking  for  wealth  ; 

He  strives  'till  his  eyes  grow  dim, 
'Till  he  loses  his  all  in  his  health — 

What's  gold  but  a  bubble  to  him  ? 

"The  scholar  turns  night  into  day, 

And  misses  his  goal  at  last. 
Whiitare  conquests  to  Fanny  the  gay. 

When  her  youth  and  her  beauty  are  past? 
They  are  shadows,  as  all  bubbles  are; 

Yet  the  general,  still  the  same, 
Blows  his  bubble  of  blood  and  war, 

And  famine — and  calls  it  fame! 

"Yes!  we 'all  blow  bubbles.'     And  why? 

Is  life  such  a  cheat,  after  all? 
Have  we  only  to  live  and  to  die. 

Like  the  flowers  that  blossom  and  fall  ? 
There  are  holier  objects  in  life. 

Than  this  blowing  of  bubbles,  my  friend. 
There  is  duty,  and  work,  even  strife; 

But  there's  victory,  too,  at  the  end!" 


ACHIEVEMENTS    OF    THE 
SARACENS. 


BY  .1.   II.    W. 


'"PIIK  civilized  world  is  dotted  over  with  theological  senii- 
■^  naries,  the  teachers  in  which  are  considered  to  be  men 
well  educated  iu  the  learning  of  ancient  and  modern  times. 
The  avowed  purpose  of  these  institutions  is  to  teach  the  fact,s, 
philosophy  and  history  of  the  so-called  Christian  religion,  yet 
not  a  teacher  in  the.se  institutions  can  be  found  who  dares 
to  a.s.sert  tho  stupendous  fact  that  from  the  time  of  the 
apostles  to  the  ninth  century  science,  literature  and  philosophy 
were  well  nigh  extinct.  During  all  this  time,  with  the 
exception  of  Jewish  and  Saracen  writers,  scarcely  a  work  can 
Ix!  fi>und  of  sufficient  merit  to  rescue  the  name  of  the  author 
from  oblivion.  J>et  the  skeptic  answer  this  question  :  Why 
was  it  that  when  the  voice  of  inspiration  was  hushed  and  the 
gospel  and  its  ordinances  taken  from  tho  earth,  there  fell  u|iou 
it  an  intellectual  stagnation,  an  invisible  atmosphere  of 
op|ircssion,  ready  to  crush  down  morally  and  physically  what- 
ever provoked  its  weight'.'  Thus  the  dreary  and  weary 
centuries  rolled  on,  until  a  nation,  hitherto  con.sidered 
barbarous,  yet  of  the  .seed  of  Abraham,  and  heirs  of 
the  promises  made  to  Ishmael  ana  Ksau,  aroused  society 
from  the  hideous  fanaticism,  ignorance  and  superstition  into 
which  aposta-iy  had  plunged  it. 


If  it  be  true  that  the  Saracens  burned  the  Alexandrian 
library,  it  must  be  considered  that  this  was  the  act  of  an 
uneducated  general  and  the  vengeance  of  the  soldiery  after  a 
terrible  siege,  rather  than  the  deliberate  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment. Within  twenty-five  years  from  the  death  of  Mahomet 
the  Caliphs  had  become  famous  for  the  patronage  of  learning. 
Ali,  the  fourth  Caliph  and  son-in-law  of  Mahomet,  used  to 
say,  "The  world  is  sustained  by  four  things  only:  the  praj'ers 
of  the  good,  the  learning  of  the  wise,  the  justice  of  the 
great,  and  the  valor  of  the  brave."  This  sentiment  was 
echoed  and  re-echoed  until  it  became  an  honored  maxim  in 
the  minds  of  millions. 

Under  the  influence  of  Jewish,  Nestorian  and  Saracen 
teachers  the  manners  of  the  Saracens  became  more  polished 
and  their  thoughts  more  elevated.  They  made  conquests  in 
the  realms  of  science,  literature  and  the  arts  as  quickly  as  iu 
the  provinces  of  the  Roman  empire. 

For  example,  Almansor,  who  reigned  as  Caliph  from  A.  D. 
7.53  to  T7a,  established  the  University  of  Bagdad,  and  endowed 
it  with  two  hundred  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  and  an  annual 
revenue  of  fifteen  thousand  dinars,  equal  in  commercial  value 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  of  our  money. 
He  invited  thithsr  learned  men  from  every  land,  irrespective 
of  their  religious  opinions.  By  these  men  were  founded 
celebrated  schools  of  mathematics,  astronomy,  chemistry, 
medicine,  law  and  languages. 

His  grand-son,  Harounal-Raschid,  ordered  in  A.  D.  786, 
that  a  public  school  should  be  attached  to  every  mosque  in 
his  dominions.  This  was  more  than  seven  hundred  years 
before  the  establishment  of  the  famous  parish  schools  of 
Scotland. 

The  Caliph-al-Mamun,  in  A.  D.  Sl,3,  founded  the  great 
medical  college  of  Cairo,  which  required  students  to  pass  a 
rigid  examination  before  receiving  authority  to  enter  on  the 
practice  of  their  profession.  At  this  college  we  have  the 
first  account  of  dissecting  human  bodies  for  the  purpose  of 
a.scertaining  the  nature  and  locality  of  di.sease,  and  the  first 
circulating  library  for  students.  These  books  were  bound 
according  to  the  modern  form,  which  then  began  to  be  u.sed 
among  the  Saracens  in  place  of  the  ancient  form  of  the 
scroll. 

By  the  means  just  mentioned,  the  ancient  .sciences  were 
greatly  cxtemlcd  and  now  ones  introduced.  To  the  Saracens 
we  are  indebted  fir  our  present  system  of  .arithuictical  nota- 
tion, [f,  for  example,  we  wish  to  multiply  ISSli  by  ]'2.'i  and 
then  attempt  it  by  the  ancient  method  mdcoclxxxii.,  multi- 
plied by  rx.w.,  we  shall  soon  perceive  the  vast  superiority  of 
the  .\rabic  system  over  that  formerly  in  use.  No  wonder, 
then,  that  unilcr  the  ancient  .^vslcm  those  who  were  engaged 
in  solving  dillicult  mathematical  problems  were  froi|uently 
styled  "sweating  calculators." 

In  this  case  as  in  many  others  the  Arab  has  left  his  impress 
on  this  science.  For  instance,  our  word  cipher,  and  kindn^d 
words,  such  as  decipher,  ciplnu'lng,  etc.,  arc  dcriveil  from  the 
word  tx'iiilidrii,  or  ci/ilird.  the  name  for  the  d  in  the  Arabic 
language. 

In  experimental  sciences,  they  originated  chemistry  and 
discovered  the  nature  and  properties  of  sulphuric  acid,  nitric 
acid,  alcohol  and  many  other  chemical  agents.  From  their 
.schools  of  medicine  may  be  traced  such  words  as  julep,  .syrup, 
elixir,  alihemy,  etc.  Tolhcm  we  are  indebted  for  algebra,  or 
universal  arithmetic,  and  in  astronomy  tbcy  mailc  such  advan- 
ces that  many  constellations  and  stars  of  ibc  llrsi  maL'iiilnclc 
still  retain  the  Arabic  names. 
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In  geography,  the  Saracens  made  important  discoveries. 
Hitherto  mankind  had  been  taught  that  the  earth  was  a  vast 
plain,  surmounted  by  an  immense  vault  commonly  called  the 
sky.  They  were  the  first  to  prove  that  the  earth  is  a  vast 
globe  or  ball;  and  in  order  to  determine  its  size,  they  first 
ascertained  on  the  level  shore  of  the  Red  Sea  the  exact 
position  of  the  North  Star.  Then  traveling  directly  north 
until  it  had  attained  another  degree  of  elevation,  they 
measured  the  distance  between  these  points,  and  multiplying 
the  result  by  three  hundred  and  sixty  (the  number  of  degrees 
in  a  circle),  they  found  the  earth  to  be  nearly  twenty-five 
thousand  miles  in  circumference.  So  accurate  were  their 
observations  and  measurements  that  the  best  calculators  of 
recent  times  differ  from  them  less  than  one-third  of  a 
mile. 

Five  hundred  years  later  the  Roman  pontiflFs  were  excom- 
municating and  torturing  those  who  taught  the  rotundity  of 
the  earth.  While  Catholic  monks  were  teaching,  in  all  its 
absurdity,  the  flatness  of  the  earth,  and  how  it  rested  on  a 
vast  rock,  and  that  rock  on  another  and  so  on  all  the  way 
down  to  the  bottom,  (?)  the  Saracens  were  teaching  geography 
from  globes  in  their  common  schools.  It  cost  a  long  struggle 
through  several  centuries  "with  spiritual  wickedness  in  high 
places"  before  the  truth  finally  triumphed. 

European  historians  have  generally  given  great  credit  to 
Pope  G-regory  for  the  invention  and  adoption  of  the  Gregorian 
calendar  and  a  more  accurate  method  of  measuring  the  exact 
length  of  the  civil  year.  Yet,  Gregory  only  adopted  what  had 
been  discovered  and  taught  by  Thebit-Ben-Corrah,  the 
Saracen  astronomer,  more  than  five  hundred  years  before,  and 
what  Gregor}'  himself  had  learned  in  youth  while  attending  a 
Saracen  university. 

The  mariner's  compass  was  well  known  to  the  Arabs,  who 
probably  brought  it  from  China  and  introduced  it  to  the 
nations  of  Europe.  From  this  we  may  correctly  infer  that 
they  were  a  maratime  people.  In  fact,  long  before  the  time 
of  Mahomet,  Arabian  merchants  were  acquainted  with  the 
Indies,  and  even  China  aud  the  eastern  coast  of  Africa  as  far 
south  as  Madagascar. 

AJhazin,  who  wrote  about  A.  D.  1080,  made  the  great 
discovery  of  atmospheric  refraction  :  that  a  ray  of  light  when 
it  touches  the  atmosphere  is  bent  from  a  straight  line ;  and 
consequently  we  see  the  sun  before  it  rises  and  after  it  sets,  in 
the  same  manner  that  an  object  lying  at  the  bottom  of  a 
bucket  filled  with  water  appears  in  quite  a  difl^erent  position 
from  that  in  which  it  really  is.  He  was  the  first  to  give  that 
beautiful  and  scientific  explanation  of  twilight,  viz.,  the 
refraction  of  light,  which  is  still  regarded  by  modern  scientists 
as  the  true  one.  He  even  attempted  to  ascertain  the  hight 
of  the  atmosphere,  which  he  estimated  to  be  about  fifty- 
eight  and  a  half  miles.  This  philosopher  also  wrote  a  treatise 
on  weights  and  measures,  and  introduced  that  beautiful 
system  of  weighing  by  means  of  a  small,  movable  weight 
attached  to  the  longer  arm  of  a  lever,  as  in  our  modern  scales 
or  steelyards.  The  Arabian  astronomer,  Ebn-Juuis,  was  the 
first  who  made  use  of  the  pendulum  in  the  machinery  of 
clocks  for  the  accurate  measurement  of  the  hours. 

In  the  golden  age  of  the  Saracen  empire,  there  were  col- 
leges in  every  part  of  its  vast  dominions.  So  numerous  were 
these  institutions,  that  more  than  six  thousand  students 
received  instruction  in  them  annually.  In  the  far  east  were 
the  college  and  a.stronomical  observatory  of  Samercand ;  while 
in  the  '.vestern  province  of  Andalusia  were  the  famous  school 
and  observatory  of  Giralda. 


The  first  medical  college  established  in  Europe  was  that 
founded  by  the  Saracens  at  Salerno,  in  Italy;  the  first  famous 
school  of  mathematics  aud  astronomy  was  that  established  by 
them  at  Seville,  in  Spain. 

Among  them,  learning  was  not  confined  to  the  rich,  but 
every  class  received  its  benefits.  The  teachers  of  their 
colleges  were  paid  liberal  salaries  for  their  services,  and  an 
allowance  was  made  for  indigent  scholars,  so  that  the  son  of 
the  mechanic  could  graduate  from  the  same  class  as  the 
heirs  of  the  Caliphs. 

At  first  glance  it  seems  remarkable  that  the  wild  ferocity  of 
the  Arabs  should  so  suddenly  change  into  a  passion  for 
intellectual  pursuits ;  yet  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  this 
ferocity  was  to  a  great  extent  caused  by  religious  enthusiasm. 
Thus,  when  the  G-eneral  Akbah  had  conquered  his  way  from 
Egypt  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  opposite  the  Canary  Islands,  he 
rode  his  horse  into  the  sea  and  drew  his  sword,  exclaiming, 
"Great  Allah!  if  my  course  were  not  stopped  by  this  sea,  I 
would  still  go  on  to  the  unknown  regions  of  the  West,  preach- 
ing the  unity  of  thy  holy  name,  and  putting  to  the  sword 
the  rebellious  nations  who  worship  any  other  gods  than 
thee. ' ' 

Again,  when  we  consider  that  a  large  majority  of  their 
teachers  and  philosophers  were  of  the  Jewish  nation,  we  see 
a  beautiful  Providence  in  all  this.  The  remnants  of  God's 
chosen  people,  though  exiles  and  wanderers,  despised  and 
down-trodden  b.y  the  Gentiles,  were  yet  the  instruments  in 
God's  hands  for  the  execution  of  His  purposes  and  the  ele- 
vation ot  the  race. 

Surely  there  is  a  broader,  higher,  grander  meaning  in  the 
promises  given  to  Abi-aham,  "In  thy  seed  shall  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth  be  blessed,"  than  many  are  willing  to  admit!  And 
this  is  all  the  more  remarkable,  that,  at  the  very  time  that 
mankind  so  much  needed  instruction,  should  occur  what  Mil- 
man  so  aptly  terms,  "The  golden  age  of  Judaism."  Not  an 
age  of  royal  pomp  and  political  power — that  passed  away  with 
David  and  Solomon — but  an  age  of  intellectual  culture, 
scientific  research  and  practical  discovery. 

Strange  it  would  appear  to  the  casual  student,  if  upon 
further  research  he  should  find  that  all  great  religious  teachers 
have  been  of  Israelitish  origin,  as  well  as  a  large  proportion 
of  those  who  have  achieved  distinction  in  the  arts  and 
sciences.  But  it  was  in  Spain,  southern  France  and  Sicily 
that  the  Saracens  attained  their  greatest  power  and  influence  ; 
for  there  they  came  in  contact  with  the  nations  of  western 
Europe,  and  so  influenced  European  manners,  customs  and 
modes  of  thought  that  through  them  that  influence  has  been 
transmitted  to  our  times. 

To  the  ingenuity  of  the  Saracens  we  are  indebted  for 
the  origin  of  many  articles  of  clothing  and  personal 
comfort.  Their  religion  taught  them  to  be  clean  in  person. 
They  did  not  therefore  clothe  themselves,  according  to 
prevailing  customs  in  that  age,  in  an  under-garment  made 
from  the  skins  of  wild  beasts — a  garment  which  remained 
unwashed  and  unchanged  until  it  dropped  to  pieces  of  itself, 
a  loathsome  mass  of  vermin,  stench  and  rags.  They  taught 
us  the  use  of  that  often- changed  and  often- washed  garment 
commonly  called  a  shirt,  which  still  is  known  among  the 
ladies  under  its  old  Arabic  name  c/icini.ie. 

To  them  we  are  indebted  for  some  of  our  most  valuable 
fruits,  such  as  the  apricot  and  poach. 

Remembering  the  cooling  etfocts  of  water  in  their  own  hot 
climate,  they  spared  no  pains  in  constructing  aitificia!  lakes 
and  fountains  and  streams  for  the  irrigation  of  their  gardens. 


"m. 


"®<s! 


29S 


J'TJ^EinsrT.IljE     IIsTSTK/TJOTOI?/. 


Andalusia  became  the  paradise  of  the  world.  The  capital 
was  Cordova,  which  they  greatly  embellished  as  well  as  the 
rival  cities  of  Toledo,  Seville  and  Granada.  A  person  might 
walk  for  miles  through  their  cities  after  night-fall  by  the 
light  of  their  public  lamps.  Seven  hundred  years  afterwards, 
not  a  single  public  lamp  could  be  found  in  the  city  of  London. 
The  streets  of  these  cities  were  solidly  paved,  through  which 
rolled  niagcificent  carriages,  drawn  by  horses,  the  fame  of 
which  has  descended  to  our  times.  Five  hundred  years  later 
the  sovereigns  of  Great  Britain  and  Germany  were  still 
traveling  in  uncouth  wagons,  drawn  by  oxen,  goaded  on  by 
pedestrian  drivers. 

The  sidewalks  of  Cordova,  Toledo,  Seville  and  Granada 
were  paved  with  flagstones ;  while  at  a  corresponding  period 
the  inhabitant  of  London  or  Paris  who  ventured  beyond  his 
threshold  on  a  rainy  day  sank  ankle-deep  in  filth  and  mud. 
Their  residences  were  frequently  in  the  midst  of  orchards  or 
embosomed  in  shady  groves.  They  had  cool  and  spacious 
porches  for  rest  in  the  heat  of  the  day.  Often  these  porches 
had  roofs  of  stained  glass,  on  which  fell  in  soothing  cadence 
the  glittering  pearl-drops  of  water  from  elevated  fountains. 

Their  houses  were  usually  built  of  brick  or  stone,  and  con- 
tained many  apartments,  such  as  sleeping  rooms,  baths, 
libraries,  parlors  and  dining  halls.  In  the  best  class  of 
dwellings,  the  ceilings  were  frescoed  and  the  walls  covered 
with  paintings,  representing  scenes  of  paradise,  groves  and 
fraits,  lawns  and  fountains.  Yet,  delineations  of  the  human 
form,  either  nude  or  partly  .so,  were  religiously  forbidden,  as 
it  was  considered  that  such  representations  were  promotive  of 
licentiousness. 

Some  of  these  apartments  were  furnished  with  musical 
instruments.  Where  the  young  of  both  sexes  were  wont  to  join 
in  mirth  and  festivity,  and  dancing  to  the  music  of  the  lute  and 
mandolin.  In  others,  the  sedate  and  reflecing,  could  engage 
in  scientific  research  or  philosophical  discu.ssion.  The  dwell- 
ings of  the  rich  were  carpeted,  and  sometimes  warmed  by 
furnaces  in  winter  and  cooled  in  summer  with  perfumed  air, 
brought  by  under-ground  pipes  from  distant  flower  garden.s. 
The  use  of  wine  was  prohibited.  The  feasts  of  the  Saracens 
were  marked  by  .sobriety,  and  furnished  a  plea.sing  contrast 
to  the  drunken  revelries  of  their  northern  neighbors. 

The  enchanting  moonlight  evenings  of  Andalusia  were 
frequently  spent  by  the  devout  in  sequestered  gardens,  con- 
soling themselves  for  the  disappointments  of  this  life  by  the 
hope  of  immortality,  and  reconciling  themselves  to  their 
daily  toil  by  the  expectation  of  the  joys  of  paradise,  where 
flowers  never  fade  nor  fruits  decay,  where  sickness,  and  .sor- 
row, and  death  are  known  no  more. 

Under  Saracen  government,  religious  jier.secution  was 
unknown.  Students  from  Great  Hritaiu,  Ireland,  France  and 
Germany  came  to  study  at  Saracen  universities.  There, 
among  distinguished  characters,  whose  names  and  influence 
have  descended  to  our  times,  was  Frederick,  afterwards 
Frederick  II  ,  king  of  Italy;  Gerbert,  afterwards  famous  as 
Pope  Syive.ster  II.;  Peter  the  Venerable,  Abelard,  the  jwet, 
and  Arnold  of  Brescia. 

No  wonder  then  that  the  Saracens  looked  with  contempt 
upon  the  barbarism  of  (he  native  races  of  Europe,  who  could 
scarcely  be  said  to  have  emerged  from  the  savage  state — 
unclean  in  person,  benighted  in  mind,  inhabiting  huts  in 
which  it  was  a  mark  of  wealth  if  there  were  bulrushes  on 
the  floor  and  straw  mats  airainst  the  wall ;  subsisting  on 
barley,  beans,  cabbages,  herbs  and  even  the  bark  of  trees; 
clothed  in  the  rudely-tanned  skins  of  wild  animals,  which  were 


famous   indeed   for   durability,    but   not   very    conducive    to 
personal  cleanliness. 

But  the  arts,  sciences  and  general  culture  were  not  con- 
fined to  the  Saracen  men  alone.  Among  the  women  there 
were  many  who,  like  Valada,  Ayesha,  Libana  and  Algasania, 
achieved  a  national  reputation.  Some  of  these  were  daugh- 
ters of  Caliphs,  who  considered  it  not  beneath  their  dignity 
to  devote  their  lives  to  science  and  the  elevation  of  their  sex. 
Where  shall  we  find  their  equals  at  that  time  in  so  called 
Christian  countries?  Albucasis,  a  celebrated  physician  of 
Cordova,  in  his  medical  works,  makes  mention  of  several 
female  physicians,  and  recommends  the  employment  of  such 
in  certain  eases.  No  doubt  the  condition  of  women  was 
superior  and  their  duties  and  position  better  understood  among 
polygamous  Saracens  than  in  monogamous  Christendom 

The  foregoing  will  indicate  to  some  extent  the  condition  of 
Saracen  society  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  centuries.  Shall 
we  compare  it  with  the  contemporary  barbarism  of  the  other 
portions  of  Europe? 

Were  we  lo  pursue  this  .'■uhject  further  it  would  not  be 
difficult  to  show  that  Venice  owed  her  commercial  grcatue.ss 
to  Saracen  fleets  and  .lewish  merchants;  that  Marco  Polo 
only  traveled  over  countries  already  well  delineated  on  maps, 
and  well  described  by  Abulfeda  and  other  Arabian  geogra- 
phers; that  Columbus  himself  first  received  scientific  proof 
of  the  rotundity  of  the  earth  while  corresponding  with 
Torricelli,  the  great  Florentine  astronomer,  who  in  turn  had 
received  his  -education  at  the  Saracen  university  of  Seville, 
and  modeled  his  globes,  maps  and  charts  from  those  in  its 
possession. 

The  careful  student  of  history  must  deplore  the  attempts 
made  by  many  historians  to  ignore  our  indebtedness  to  the 
Saracens,  who  in  the  providence  of  God  have  left  their 
impress  on  the  religions,  arts  and  sciences  of  the  world. 
Surely  prejudice  founded  on  national  conceit  and  sectarian 
bigotry  cannot  last  forever. 


««      ^ — »* 
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O  one  not  familiar  with  the  circumstances  which  .sur- 
unded  the  people  before  and  after  leaving  Nauvoo,  can 
conceive  of  the  dilliculties  which  President  Voung  and  his 
b-ethren  of  the  Twelve  Apjstles  had  to  contend  with  in  lead- 
ing the  people  forth  into  the  wilderness.  His  responsibility 
was,  of  course,  far  creater  than  that  of  all  others  combined  ; 
for  he  was  the  leader.  To  him  all  looked  for  counsel  and 
guidance.  If  any  were  in  trouble,  they  appealed  to  him  for 
help.  If  there  were  difliculties,  he  had  them  to  settle.  The 
burden  and  direction  of  aft'airs  of  the  camp  rested  upon  him, 
and  it  required  incessant  vigilance  to  maintain  proper  regu- 
lations in  the  camp,  also  to  have  the  traveling  properly 
arranged  and  the  labors  of  the  men  managed  to  the  be.st 
advantage. 

Let  us  give  you  a  few  instances,  that  you  may  form  some 
idea  of  the  weight  of  care  which  rested  upon  J'rcsident 
Young  during  those  days  : 

Hundreds  of  men  left  Nauvoo  and  crossed  the  river  about 
the  time  the  Twelve  Apostles  did.  Many  of  them  had  but  a 
small  amount  of  provisions,  and  the  teams  and  wagons  that 
they  moved  with  were  furnished  for  the  jiurpose  of  assisting 
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the  leading  men  to  move  and  also  to  haul  Church  property. 
Three  weeks  were  spent  in  camp  at  Sugar  Creek  until  teams 
could  be  raised  to  haul  the  public  property  that  was  to  go 
with  the  leading  company,  yet  there  were  fifty  teams  lying 
there  loaded  with  families  who  might  very  properly  have 
waited  until  they  had  secured  an  outfit  for  themselves.  While 
Pre.sident  Young  and  the  other  Apostles  were  there,  eight 
hundred  men  reported  themselves  in  camp  without  a  fort- 
night's provisions.  The  camp  was  not  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  from  Nauvoo  before  President  Young,  who 
had  started  with  one  year's  provisions  for  his  family,  had  fed 
it  all  out.     The  other  Apostles  wore  in  the  same  condition. 

This  was  a  cause  of  constant  embarrassment  and  difficulty. 
The  men  who  ought  to  have  been  free  to  go  ahead  and  find  a 
suitable  plnce  for  a  home  for  the  Saints  were  kept  back.  It 
seemtd  as  if  the  people  were  determined  not  to  let  them  pro- 
ceed on  their  journey.  They  not  only  kept  in  their  company 
and  embarrassed  their  movements  by  requiring  help  in  food, 
and  occupying  the  teams  that  should  have  been  used  to  assist 
them  on  their  journey,  but  they  exercised  faith  that  the 
Twelve  Apostles  might  not  get  far  ahead  of  them.  Besides 
their  prayers,  there  were  hundreds  at  Nauvoo  who  were  pray- 
ing and  opportuning  the  Lord  that  they  might  be  enabled  to 
overtake  the  camp.  All  these  were  retarding  causes,  and  the 
camp  traveled  so  slowly  that,  in  speaking  upon  the  subject, 
President  Heber  C.  Kimball  said  it  would  take  years  to  reach 
the  mountains. 

But  while  the  above  were  causes  of  annoyance  and  per- 
plexity, there  were  others  which  were  of  a  more  painful 
character  than  they  were.  There  were  men  in  the  camp  who 
would  not  be  controlled.  One  of  these  was  a  prominent  man, 
who,  instead  of  giving  trouble,  should  have  aided  in  warding 
it  off.  Bi^hop  George  Miller  was  unmanageable ;  he  would 
not  observe  order,  and  could  not  be  controlled.  Finally,  Presi- 
dent Young  was  compelled  to  say  that  he  would  be  disfellow- 
shiped  from  the  camp  unless  he  repented.  This  may  have 
had  some  effect  upon  him  for  the  time  being;  but  if  it  had 
any,  it  was  only  temporary.  He  continued  to  manifest  a  dis- 
position to  draw  off  by  himself,  and  to  travel  when  and  as  he 
pleased. 

When  a  man  indulges  in  such  a  spirit  as  he  had,  it  is  easy 
for  a  servant  of  God  to  perceive  what  the  result  will  be. 
President  ^oung  remarked  on  one  occasion  that  Bishop  Miller 
souglit  to  go  ahead  and  separate  himself  from  his  brethren, 
but  he  could  not  prosper  in  so  doing;  he  would  yet  run 
against  a  snag,  he  said,  and  call  on  him  and  the  camp  for  help. 
This  prediction  was  literally  fulfilled  not  many  months  after. 
Elimself  and  company  did  get  into  trouble  through  his  run- 
ning ahead,  and  help  had  to  be  extended  to  him.  Within 
one  year  from  the  time  of  which  we  write,  he  openly  aposta- 
tized, left  the  camp  ot  the  Saints,  and  moved  to  Texas,  where 
Lyman  Wight,  one  of  the  Twelve  Apostles,  had  gone.  He 
did  not  remain  long  there,  but  moved  from  that  section  of 
the  country  and  joined  Strang.  Not  long  after  this  he 
died. 

There  were  others,  as  well  as  he,  whose  conduct  was  paiafnl 
in  the  extreme  to  ihe  servants  of  the  Lord.  There  were  a  tew 
men  in  .some  of  the  companies  who  would  pass  spurious  coin, 
or  bogus  montiy,  as  it  was  called,  upon  the  people  when  they 
had  an  opportunity.  This  brought  di.sgrace  upon  the  whole 
camp;  for  if  one  man  who  calls  himself  a  Latter-day  Saint, 
or  "Mormon,"  does  a  mean  or  wicked  act,  it  is  not  usual  for 
him  alone  to  be  blamed;  but  it  is  generally  saddled  upon  the 
entire  people.      One  day  as  Presidents  Young  and  Kimball 


were  standing  together  at  the  latter's  tent,  they  heard  an  out- 
cry at  an  adjacent  camp.  They  immediateley  repaired  thither, 
and  they  found  that  the  principal  man  of  that  camp  and  three 
others  were  quarreling  about  some  property.  It  appeared  that 
this  man  had  let  one  of  these  men  have  some  bogus  money 
with  which  he  was  to  buy  property,  and  they  were  to  share 
the  profits.  The  man  to  whom  he  had  given  this  money  had 
not  paid  him  the  share  which  had  been  agreed  upon:  henee 
the  quarrel. 

An  honest  person  can  imagine  how  grievous  and  disgusting 
such  proceedings  wou'd  be  to  men  like  Presidents  Young  and 
Kimball.  The  former  sharply  reproved  them  for  their  conduct, 
and  he  told  this  principal  man,  that  he  could  not  govern  him- 
self, his  family  or  a  company,  and  unless  he  repented  and  for- 
sook his  di.shonesty,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  would  be  against 
him  and  against  all  those  who  partook  of  such  corruption. 

His  words  were  fulfilled  to  the  letter.  He  and  his  whole 
family  became  apostates  and  very  disreputable  people,  and 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  visibly  against  him.  The  man  also 
to  whom  he  gave  the  bogus  money  to  pass,  eventually  lost  his 
standing  in  the  Church  and  went  down. 

Then  there  were  men  who  broke  the  Sabbath  and  were  care- 
less about  their  other  duties.  There  were  others  who  were 
selfish  and  cared  nothing  for  the  rights  of  their  brethren. 
We  will  relate  an  instance  to  illustrate  this.  One  of  the 
brethren  who  had  been  appointed  to  purchase  corn,  of  which 
there  was  a  scarcity  in  camp,  made  a  bargain  for  a  considerable 
quantity  at  twenty  cents  a  bushel,  for  which  he  was  to  pay  in 
feathers.  You  will  doubtless  think  that  feathers  were  a 
singular  kind  of  pay;  and  if  we  aid  not  explain,  you  would 
wonder  where  feathers  could  be  obtained  in  the  camp  to  sell 
for  corn.  But  these  were  feather  beds  which  the  Saints 
parted  with  to  get  provender  for  their  animals,  and,  in  some 
instances,  food  for  them.sclves.  They  not  only  sold  their 
feather  beds,  but  they  sold  their  crocktry,  cooking  utensils, 
and  such  things  as  they  could  possibly  spare.  They  thought 
they  were  destitute  enough  when  they  started  from  Nauvoo ; 
but  they  were  becoming  accustomed  to  hardship,  and  they 
were  willing  to  deprive  themselves  of  articles  which,  under 
other  circumstances,  they  would  have  thought  they  could  not 
have  lived  without.  This  they  did  through  the  love  which 
they  had  for  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ;  and  those  who  really 
had   this  love  rejoiced  and  were  happy  in  doing  these  things. 

Having  explained  how  Brother  Howard  Egan  had  feathers 
to  sell  for  corn,  we  will  return  to  the  incident  we  were  relating. 
Soon  after  he  had  made  this  bargain  for  the  corn,  another 
brother  from  the  camp  came  up.  He  told  the  stranger  that 
he  would  give  him  twenty-five  cents  per  bu-hel  for  his  corn, 
and  that  he  would  pay  him  cash.  Such  an  offer  would  be  too 
tempting  for  many  men  to  refuse,  and  this  man  accepted  it, 
and  the  man  who  offered  the  cash  and  the  fi^e  cents  more  on 
the  bushel,  got  the  corn. 

You  can  perceive  from  these  few  incidents  which  we  have 
related,  how  many  were  the  cares  and  anxieties  which  rested 
upon  the  leading  men,  but  especially  upon  President  Young. 
The  people  were  a  good  people,  the  best  to  be  found  in  the 
world,  for  they  were  ready  to  forsake  their  homes  and  launch 
forth  into  an  unknown  wilderness  for  the  sake  of  their  religion  ; 
but  they  had  many  weaknesses,  they  were  inexperienced,  and 
many  were  ignorant.  The  responsibility  which  rc-ted  upon 
President  Young  was  so  great  that  he  became  greatly  reduced 
in  flesh,  and  his  coat,  that  would  .scarcely  meet  around  him 
before  he  started  from  Nauvoo,  in  the  month  of  May,  lapped 
over  twelve  inches.      He  entreated  the  people   to  be  more 


uuited  in  spirit,  and  not  to  pray  in  such  a  manner  that  their 
faith  was  operating  against  the  camp  progressing  on  its 
journey.  If  a  change  did  not  take  place,  he  felt  that  he 
would  be  brought  down  to  his  grave.  He  remarked  in  a 
public  meeting  that  he  could  scarcely  keep  from  lying  down 
and  sleeping  to  await  the  resurrection. 

How  little  do  many  young  people  and  persons  who  come 
here  now  from  the  various  nations  know  about  the  toils  and 
difficulties  endured  and  passed  through  by  the  servants  and 
people  of  God  in  the  days  of  which  we  write!  No  one  who 
is  familiar  with  those  days,  or  who  has  read  the  history  of  the 
journeyings  of  the  Saints  would  ever  murmur  in  the  circum- 
stances which  now  surround  the  people  of  these  valleys,  if  he 
was  not  utterly  destitute  of  the  Spirit  of  God. 
{To  he  Co H till II cd. ) 
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( Contimted  from  page  276. ) 

THE  Saints  of  Kiel  had  been  accustomed  to  meeting  in 
the  woods  and  other  unfrequented  places  for  some  time 
after  the  organization  of  the  branch,  but  on  the  approach  of 
cold  weather  they  were  compelled  to  devise  some  other  way 
of  obtaining  their  spiritual  nourishment  than  by  assembling 
secretly.  As  a  last  resort  they  decided  to  unitedly  petition 
the  city  officers  for  permission  to  hold  public  meetings  in  their 
dwelling.^,  and,  after  having  done  so,  they  were  surprised  and 
gratified  at  receiving  an  affirmative  answer  to  their  request. 
It  was,  however,  afterwards  learned  that  the  officers  granted 
this  in  the  hope  of  thereby  being  able  to  capture  some  of 
"those  -Vmerican  preachers  of  the  'Mormon"  Church." 

It  was  a  cause  of  great  joy  to  the  Saints  that  they  were 
permitted  to  assemble  twice  a  week  and  strengthen  one  another 
in  the  faith.  They  also  succeeded  by  advertizing  in  the  daily 
paper  in  enticing  strangers  to  meet  with  them,  and  in  this 
way  great  good  was  done,  many  souls  having  the  opportunity 
of  hearing  a  testimony  of  the  gospel. 

Several  months  having  clajised  since  the  last  Utah  Elder 
was  in  this  city,  the  detectives  had  ceased  to  visit  our  meet- 
ings, and  the  Saints  were  not  as  closely  watched  as  they  had 
been.  I  therefore  arrived  at  a  very  opportune  moment,  and 
remained  entirely  unniolc>ted  from  the  authorities.  I  visited 
the  Sabbath  meeting  unknown  to  the  Saints  ami  sat  in  the 
congregation  while  the  local  brethren  spoke.  I  then  arose, 
introduced  myself  to  the  people  and  occupied  a  few  moments 
in  speaking.  After  the  close  of  the  meeting  one  of  the  brethren 
came  forward  and  said  that  he  knew  mc  immediately  on  enter 
ing  the  ro07u,  as  he  had  seen  me  the  previous  night  in  a 
dream,  and  had  been  informed  while  asleep  of  my  coming. 

I  visited  the  Saints  in  their  homes,  and  was  amazed  to  see 
the  poverty  of  the  most  of  them.  .^lany  were  compelled  to 
live  with  the  small  wages  they  could  obtain  by  peddling  the 
few  fish  they  were  able  to  catch  in  the  sea.  Others  made 
their  living  by  gathering  old  rags,  bones,  etc.,  from  tlie  streets 
and  selling  them.  Still  others  had  their  regular  work,  hut 
they,  too,  received  such  a  small  remuneration  for  their  services 
that  they  could  scarcely  live  as  human  beings  shouhl.  Yet, 
with  all   these  suftcrings  and   privations,   the  Saint.s  fell   to 


rejoice  in  the  possession  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  they  were 
glad  at  any  and  every  time  to  divide  their  humble  m'^al  twith 
a  servant  of  G  od.  Such  feelings  as  the&e  poor  but  honest 
individuals  manifested  towards  tne,  produced  a  sensation  of 
joy  and  happiness  which  any  trials  I  was  compelled  to  endure 
could  not  mar,  and  I  felt  a  thousand  times  repaid  for  my 
visit  to  that  city. 

The  gospel  had  been  preached  in  the  region  about  and  north 
of  Kiel  by  some  Elders  from  the  Danish  mission,  some  four- 
teen or  sixteen  years  ago,  but  from  some  cause  their  labors 
were  almost  in  vain,  there  being  but  two  families  that  joined 
the  Church.  The  opposition  at  that  time  was  so  great  that 
no  missionaries  could  remain  there,  and  the  people  were  con- 
sequently left  to  themselves  until  within  the  last  two  years, 
since  which  time  they  seem  to  be  better  prepared  to  receive 
and  obey  the  truth.  The  troubles  of  the  intervening  yeilrs 
have  no  doubt  humbled  them. 

Kiel,  although  containing  but  forty  thousand  inhabitants, 
is  one  of  Germany's  most  important  cities.  It  is  the  stopping 
place  of  the  Baltic  Sea  squadron,  and  is  one  of  the  strong- 
holds of  the  German  fleet.  Its  excellent  harbor  in  the  small 
bay  or  Fjnrd  of  the  Baltic  is  also  a  place  for  the  physical 
training  of  the  youthful  marines  of  the  nation,  who  receive 
their  mental  education  in  the  academies  situated  in  the  city. 

Without  the  permission  of  the  authorities  no  ship  could 
enter  this  harbor,  without  being  blown  almost  to  atoms  by 
the  many  cannon  which  are  placed  on  the  elevations  overlook- 
ing the  bay  from  its  mouth  to  its  head. 

Every  year  a  .sham  marine  engagement  takes  place  in  this 
bay,  when  the  abilities  of  the  students  are  tested  by  being 
practiced  in  the  art  of  war  On  such  occasions  either  the 
king  himself  or  some  member  of  his  family  is  generally 
present.  These  naval  exercises  become  more  interesting  every 
year,  because  Germany  is  now  beginning  to  realize  that  in 
order  to  successfully  cope  with  the  great  powers  of  the  earth, 
it  is  necessary  to  have  an  army  on  the  sea  as  well  a.«:  one  on 
the  land.  In  consequence  of  this  feelins',  considerable  sums 
of  money  are  annually  being  expended  on  the  navy,  and  great 
attention  is  being  given  to  the  training  of  stiitable  com- 
manders and  men. 

Ship  building  is  a  business  which  is  also  carried  on  yery 
extensively  in  this  place,  there  being  excellent  facilties  for 
the  same.  A'^cssels  of  every  .size  and  kind,  from  the  great 
roanof-war  to  the  light  .sailing  y.acht,  are  constructed  here  by 
the  government  as  well  as  by  private  companies. 

As  a  commercial  city  Kiel  is  yearly  becoming  more  impor- 
tant. The  trade  which  it  has  with  the  islands  of  the  Baltic 
Sea,  and  even  with  some  of  the  nations  borilcring  on  this 
body  of  water,  brings  considerable  money  into  its  trca>ui-y. 
This  city  is,  in  fact,  the  market  for  the  products  of  the 
Danish  islands. 

The  location  of  Kiel,  which  city,  by  the  way,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  of  Northern  Germany,  is  very  beautiful.  The  jiarks 
in  and  about  it  and  the  natural  woods  on  the  banks  of  the 
Fjnrd,  add  to  the  beauty  of  the  place,  besides  being  pleasant 
lilaces  of  resort  for  the  inhabitants.  The  narrow  streets,  low 
houses,  ancient  museums  and  modern  schools  of  the  place 
exhibit  many  things  which  are  interesting  to  curious  observers. 
Principal  among  these  articles  are  some  of  the  best  works 
of  Thorwaldscn,  the  celebrated  Danish  sculptor. 

In  morals  this  city  is  far  behind  the  average,  and  it  is 
borriV)le  to  see  the  destruction  which  the  inhabitants  are 
bringing  upon  themselves  by  their  licentious  acts.  Lewd 
women   parade   the  streets  seeking  their  prey,  and   foolish 
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corrupt  men  (principally  those  who  lead  sailors'  lives)  mis- 
lead, if  possible,  those  maidens,  who  otherwise  might  remain 
virtuous,  ruin  them  and  then  cast  them  off  to  bear  their 
shame  alone,  or  to  end  their  earthly  miseries  by  being  placed  in 
a  self-murderer's  grave.  Thus  corruption  increases,  the  Spirit 
of  God  withdraws  itself  from  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and 
they  are  left  to  reap  the  harvest  of  their  sown  seeds  of  sin, 
while  Satan  exults  over  their  iniquities,  and  laughs  at  their 
pain. 

(To  he  Continued. ) 


SOLOMON'S    CHOICE. 


BY  EMILY   HILL  WOODMANSEE. 


I 


'Wif^dom  is  the  principal  thing  ;  therefore  get  wisdom  ;  and  with  all  thy  get- 
ting get  understanding."  "For  wisdom  is  better  than  rubies ;  and  all  the 
things  that  may  be  desired  are  not  to  be  compared  to  it. — Solomon's 
Proverbs  iv.  and  viii. 

"If  any  of  you  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God,  tliat  giveth  to  all  men  lib- 
erally, and  upbraideth  not. — James  i.  5. 

Oh  what  would  I  ask,  could  I  have  but  the  power 

To  c'hoose  for  myself  the  best  portion  and  dower? 

If  riches  and  honor  my  call  could  obey, 

To  the  Giver  of  good  from  my  heart  I  would  say. 

The  petition  of  Solomon,  also  is  mine; 

If  all  else  I  lack,  give  me  wisdom  divine! 

Of  the  bountiful  blessings  Thy  children  doth  share. 

Oh  give  to  me  wisdom  !  'tis  priceless  and  rare. 

Not  the  wisdom  I  crave  to  accumulate  wealth. 
For  riches'  own  sake,  or  to  aggrandize  self; 
Who  aids  but  himself,  here  his  treasures  may  stce, 
But  a  beggar  he'll  land  on  Eternity's  shore. 

Nor  the  wisdom  that  answers  shrewd  policy's  end. 
That  only  to  wealth  or  distinction  will  bend. 
If  society's  balance  were  honest  and  sure. 
The  rich  would  be  often  outweighed  by  the  poor. 

I  crave  not  the  wisdom  or  logic  of  schools ; 

Too  often  (jreat  scholars  are  skeptics  and  fools: 

So  extensive  their  learning — their  views  are  so  broad  (?) — 

They  scorn  to  acknowledge  or  worship  a  God. 

Yes,  plausible  reasons  such  wise  ones  produce 

To  piove  that  a  God  is  no  possible  use! 

So  advanced  are  these  thinkers,  their  arguments  tell — 

They  lead  to  the  devil,  to  darkness,  and  hell. 

I  seek  not  such  wisdom  the  Lord  to  ignore, 
That  sees  naught  but  Nature  to  praise  and  adore; 
For  Nature,  herself  doth  harmoniously  sing 
The  praise  of  her  mighty  beneficent  King. 

Oh  give  me  the  wisdom — oft  counted  as  naught — 
That  is  freely  bestowed  when  'tis  earnestly  sought; 
The  wisdom  to  know  that  a  God  rules  on  high — 
That  to  all  who  will  seek  Him  He  truly  is  nigh. 

Give  me  wisdom  to  sense  something  more  than  I  see, 
E'en  the  wisdom  that  shatters  the  scoffer's  vain  plea; 
The  faith  that's  convincing  as  visible  law. 
The  divine  intuition  that  fills  us  with  awe. 

Oh  give  me  the  wisdom  temptation  to  flee ; 
Though  dense  be  the  darkness,  "The  Right"  may  I  see ; 
Vouchsafe  me  perception  of  honor  most  clear — 
A  swift  iidmontion  when  evil  is  near. 


Oh  give  to  me  wisdom  and  energy  too. 
The  courage,  the  promptness  to  dare  and  to  do; 
The  decision  that  courts  not  uncertainty's  fate. 
The  prudence  that's  neither  too  rash  nor  too  late. 

More  than  all,  give  me  wisdom  (so  needful)  to  bear. 
E'en  daily  and  hourly,  life's  burthen  of  care  ; 
That  in  joy  or  in  sorrow,  in  weal  or  in  woe. 
In  hope  I  may  labor,  and  comfort  bestow. 

Heaven  grant  me  the  wisdom  to  fearlessly  speak 
In  behalf  of  the  absent,  the  wronged  and  the  weak; 
And  oh  !  give  me  wisdom,  when  vexed  is  my  soul. 
To  bridle  my  spirit,  my  speech  to  control. 

Ever  keep  me  aloof  from  the  lofty  and  great  C) 
Who  measure  a  man  by  his  style  and  estate; 
The  texture  of  souls  is  what  wisdom  compares; 
It  regards  not  the  shreds  that  humanity  wears. 

Oh  give  me  discernment,  to  willingly  pay 
Respect  unto  worth,  though  in  humble  array, 
Rememb'ring  that  Christ,  who  was  heir  to  the  best. 
In  His  lifetime  had  nothing,  and  nowhere  to  rest. 

Oh  give  me  the  patience — to  wisdom  akin — 
To  endure  foes  without,  and  disarm  them  within  ; 
To  look  o'er  offenses,  for  wisdom  doth  teach 
That  only  the  patient  perfection  can  reach. 

Though  all  manner  of  evil  the  wicked  may  say. 
Give  me  wisdom  and  strength  to  my  consicence  obey; 
Though  by  legions  opposed  niay  I  walk  in  the  track 
Of  "life  everlasting,"  and  never  turn  back. 

Oh  give  me  the  wisdom  thus  humbly  to  sue: 

"What  wouldst  thou,  oh  Lord  !  have  Thy  servant  tn  do?" 

May  the  pleasure  to  serve  Thee  forever  be  mine. 

But  of  all  that  I  need,  give  me  wisdom  divine. 


A  Doo  Miser. — Instances  of  canine  economy  are  by  no 
means  rare;  but  the  account  of  a  dog  miser  is,  so  far  as  our 
records  e.xtend,  unique.  Dandie,  the  animal  referred  to, 
was  a  Newfoundland  dog,  belonging  to  a  gentleman  in  Edin- 
burgh. It  frequently  had  money  given  to  it,  because,  besides 
other  interesting  signs  of  sagacity,  it  would  go  to  the  baker's 
and  buy  its  own  bread.  But  ])andie  received  more  money 
than  his  needs  called  for,  and  so  he  took  to  hoarding  it.  This 
his  master  discovered  in  consequence  of  the  do.g  appearing 
one  day  with  a  breakfast  roll  when  it  was  known  that  no  one 
had  given  it  any  money.  Suspicion  being  aroused,  search  was 
made  in  the  room  where  the  dog  slept.  Pandie  appeared  (luite 
unconcerned  until  his  bed  was  approached,  when  he  seized  the 
servant  by  her  gown  and  tried  to  drag  her  away,  and  became  so 
violent  that  his  master  had  to  hold  him.  Seven  pence  and  a 
half-penny  were  found  hidden  in  the  bed.  Dandie  did  not 
forego  his  saving  propensities  even  after  this;  but  he  exhibited 
a  great  di.slike  afterwards  for  the  servant  who  had  discovered 
his  hoard,  and  in  future  was  careful  to  select  a  different  place 
of  concealment.  Stories  of  dogs  who  carry  money  to  shops  in 
order  to  obtain  food  are  quite  numerous;  but  the  following 
incident,  which  was  communicated  to  the  Bristol  Mereim/,  is, 
if  authentic,  probably  unparalleled  even  in  canine  records.  A 
Bristol  dog  was  allowed  by  a  certain  butcher  to  receive  his  meat 
on  trust,  the  butcher  scoiing  each  pennyworth  supplied  on  a 
board  with  a  piece  of  chalk.  One  day  our  canine  friend,  observ- 
ing the  man  make  two  marks  with  the  chalk  instead  of  one, 
seized  another  piece  of  meat,  and  despite  all  the  etl'orts  of  the 
butcher  to  detain  him,  ran  off  home  with  both  pieces  in  his 
mouth.  —  Cli(tmliers'  ./oiirual. 
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GEORGK    (I.    CANHrON, 


EDITOR. 


SALT   LAKE   CITY,    OCTOBER    1,    1882. 


EDITORIAL    THOUGHTS, 


c: 


KNOWLEDGE  of  countries  and  their 

laws  and  institutions  is  very  necessary 

for  all  the  members  of  the  Church  of 

Jesus  Christ  ot   Latter-day  Saints,  and 

especially  the  Elders;    for   we   take   an 

interest  in  all  nations  such   as  no  other 

people  can  do.     We  expect  to  gather  the 

'  elect  from  every  nation  under  heaven  to 

build  up  Zion.     Zion  is  to  be  composed  of 

people  from  all  the  races  upon  the  face  of 

earth.      This  is  God's  design  concerning 

a,  and  this  will  give  Zion  great  strength  in 

earth. 

here  are  lectures  delivered  at  every  monthly 
'"'  meeting  of  the  Sunday  School  Union  in  this 
city.  These  have  been  confined  principally  to  sub- 
jects connected  with  Sunday  schools.  At  the  last 
monthly  meeting  we  suggested  that  descriptions  of 
countries  and  their  peoples,  of  their  religions  and 
their  laws,  of  the  facilities  for  preaching  the  gospel  among 
them,  and  other  subjects  of  interest  connected  with  them, 
mii-'ht  be  made  topics  for  lectures  before  the  assembled 
superintendents,  teachers  and  others.  Such  lectures  care- 
fully and  thoroughly  prepared  would  be  exceedingly  interest- 
ing. To  those  who  deliver  them  the  searching  of  the  books 
necessary  to  prepare  such  lectures  will  be  of  advantage,  and 
to  all  those  who  listen  they  will  be  of  benefit,  in  imparting 
knowledge  concerning  other  nations  and  their  customs. 

'{'he  sound  of  this  gospel  has  gone  forth  throughout  the 
earth.  There  are  but  few  nations  that  have  not  heard  about 
the  great  work  God  is  doing  in  the  earth.  But  our  Elders 
have  labored  in  only  a  small  portion  of  the  inhabitable  globe. 
There  are  millions  and  millions  of  peoi)le  who  have  never 
lieard  the  sound  of  the  everlasting  gospel.  We  have 
endeavored  to  faithfully  preach  the  gospel  to  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  Not  long  since  Apostle  Moses  Thatcher 
and  other  Eiders  carried  the  gospel  to  Mexico.  We  have 
also  labored  upon  some  of  the  Pacific  islands,  notab'y  the 
Sandwich  Islands  and  the  Society  Lslands.  Australia  and 
New  Zealand  have  had  missions  established  there,  and  the 
gospel  is  now  being  preached  there,  particularly  in  the  latter 
i.sland.  The  southern  part  of  Africa  has  been  visited  by  the 
Elders.  The  inhabitants  of  the  East  Indies  also  have  had 
the  gospel  presented  to  them.  Some  of  the  western  countries 
of  Europe,  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  France,  Switzerland, 
Denmark.  Sweden,  Norway,  and  some  few  parts  of  the 
German  empire  are  now  being  preached  to.  But  think  of 
the  immense  regions  thickly  populated  by  human  beings  the 
same  as  ourselves,  whose  ears  have  never  been  salutcil  by  the 
glad  tidings  of  .salvation  in  which  we  rejoice! 

The  whole  continent  of  South  .\merica  has  scarcely  heard 
the  sound.      Brother  Parley  P.  Pratt,  accoiupanied  by  Elder 
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Rufus  Allen,  did  visit  Chili  some  years  ago,  but  stayed  only  a 
short  time.  With  that  exception,  almost  all  the  nations  of 
South  America,  including  the  aborigines  and  the  descendants 
of  Euiopeans,  have  never  seen  the  face  of  an  Elder  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  nor  heard  his 
voice.  And  then  think  of  the  field  of  labor  among  the 
aborigines  of  North  America. 

If  we  travel  from  the  shores  of  Japan  westward  to  Asia 
Minor,  including  the  wonderful  empires  of  Japan  and  China, 
with  their  teeming  millions,  we  cannot  meet  a  single  Elder 
authorized  to  officiate  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  in  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  gospel  or  the  administration  of  its  ordinances. 
Throughout  this  vast  region  of  country  there  can  be  no 
doubt  respecting  the  blood  of  the  covenant  people  of  the  Lord 
being  scattered  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  among  the  nations. 
From  Asia  Minor  still  traveling  wes-tward,  through  Turkey 
and  on  both  shores  of  the  Mediterranean,  comprising  the  north- 
ern part  of  Africa  and  the  nations  of  Italy,  Greece,  Spain 
and  Portugal,  no  missionary  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  can  be  be  found. 

Probably  the  above  countries  will  never  be  a  very  fruitful 
field  for  the  Elders  of  this  Church  to  labor  in  ;  for  through 
Asia  Minor,  and  from  there  westward  to  the  "Pillars  of 
Hercules" — as  Gibraltar  is  called — is  the  old  field  of  labor 
of  some  of  the  apostles  of  Jesus  who  traveled  with  Him 
when  He  was  upon  the  earth.  Many  of  the  progenitors  of 
the  present  inhabitants  were  doubtless  among  the  persecutors 
and  slaj'ers  of  those  apostles.  Still  there  have  been  waves  of 
emigration  from  the  north  down  through  those  lands  which 
have  doubtless  distributed,  as  they  did  throughout  Great 
Britain  and  Germany,  the  blood  of  a  people  more  open  to  the 
reception  of  the  divine  truths  of  the  gospel.  The  punish- 
ment which  came  upon  those  persecutors  of  the  saints  in 
ancient  days  was  from  the  hands  of  those  races  who,  emerg- 
ing from  their  forests  where  they  lived  in  primitive  simplicity, 
scourged  the  corrupted  nations  who  persecuted  and  slew  the 
pure  disciples  of  Jesus. 

But  besides  these  nations  of  which  we  speak,  there  is  the 
Austrian  empire— comjiosed  of  many  dift'oreiit  nationalities 
and  races — which  has  been  partly  visited,  but  not  extensively 
preached  to,  and  the  liussian  empire,  which  covers  so  large  a 
portion  of  Europe,  into  which  no  Elder  has  ever  penetrated 
that  we  know  of  to  preach  the  gospel  of  .salvation. 

What  a  field  is  spread  out  before  the  ICIders  of  this  Church 
in  contemplating  these  vast  and  jiopiilous  regions!  The  rising 
generation  of  this  Church  will  have  unlimited  oiiportiinitics 
for  the  preaching  of  the  gospel.  Millions  of  peojilo  who  have 
never  heard  the  sound  of  the  pure  gospel  as  revealed  in  these 
la't  days  must  yet  hear  the  testimony  of  God's  servants  and 
have  the  privilege  of  receiving  or  rejecting  it.  No  generation 
that  ever  lived  have  had  such  opportunities  and  such  a  field 
spread  out  before  them  as  our  juveniles  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  Elders  of  this  (!hurch — an  obligation  laid  upon  them  by 
the  Lord — to  carry  this  gospel  to  every  nation,  to  warn  every 
people,  that  they  may  be  left  without  excuse.  The  Lord  says: 
'"Therefore  go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  whatsoever  jilace  ye 
cannot  go  into  ye  shall  send,  that  the  testimony  may  go 
from  you  into  all  the  world  unto  every  creature."  These  are 
the  words  of  the  Lord  to  His  servants  in  these  days  and  it  is 
a  charge  that  is  given  to  us.  Therefore,  as  we  said  in  the 
beginning,  no  people  should  take  as  great  interest  as  the 
Latter  day  Saints  in  other  peoples  and  (•oiintrics  and  the  laws 
of  other  tuitions  and  the  facilities  for  reaching  the  people 
and  the  obstacles  to  be  overcome. 
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SCENES    IN    GERMANY 


CHILDREN  AT  PLAT. 


WE  suppose  that  all  who  look  at  this  picture  will  immedi- 
ately recognize  an  amusement  commonly  called  "teeter," 
in  which  the  children  of  this  country  often  indulge.  By  a 
close  examination  of  the  costumes  of  the  children  here  repre- 
sented, you  will  see  that  they  are  dressed  similar  to  the 
German  children  we  have  already  seen  in  previous  pictures  of 
these  "Scenes."  We  are  therefore  led  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  children  of  Germany  sometimes  interest  themselves  at 
play  as  do  the  children  of  our  country. 

The  training  of  a  child  in  that  country  is  somewhat 
different  to  the  method  which  is  here  prevalent.  When  a 
child  is  eight  days  old  there,  it  is  taken  to  church  by  its 
parents  and  receives  a  so-called  baptism  at  the  hands  of  the 
priest.  This  ordinance  is  administered  .in'the  following  man- 
ner: The  god-father  or  god-mother  of  the  infant,  takes  it 
in  his  or  her 
arms  and 
walks  forward 
to  the  iron, 
stone  or  earth- 
tn  baptismal 
bow),  by  the 
side  of  which 
the  priest 
stands.  This 
latter  person- 
age then  wets 
his  fingers  in 
the  holy  water 
contained  by 
the  bowl  and 
sprinkles  or 
touches  the- 
head  of  the 
child  with  his 
wet  fingers, 
repeating  at 
the  same  time 
a  certain  form 
of  prayer. 
This  being 
done,  the  child 

is  considered  "saved,"  but  parents  who  fail  to  allow  their 
infants  to  receive  this  false  form  of  baptism,  are  looked  upon 
by  their  more  religious(?)  neighbors  to  be  almost  worse  than 
heathens. 

The  duties  of  the  god-father  or  god-mother  are  to  look  after 
the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  child,  and  a'so,  if  pos.iible,  to 
supply  its  temporal  wants  until  it  arrives  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years,  when  it  receives  its  confirmation  from  the  priest,  and 
is  also  permitted  to  partake  of  the  sacrament  for  the  first 
time. 

It  was  the  case  a  few  years  ago  that  great  attention  was 
given  to  the  religious  education  of  the  children  while  at 
school,  but  of  late  years  all  that  the  priests  of  the.se  false 
doctrines  say,  seems  only  to  be  the  means  of  confirming  the 
infidel  ideas,  which  even  the  youth  of  that  country  have 
obtained. 

The  school-days  being  past,  a  situation  is  generally  obtained 
for  the  males  where  they  can  learn  a  trade  or  profession. 


They  are  generally  compelled  to  serve  four  or  five  years  as 
apprentices,  and  during  this  time  they  do  not,  as  a  rule, 
receive  sufficient  pay  in  addition  to  their  food  to  furnish  them 
with  the  necessary  clothes.  After  mastering  the  trade  or  pro- 
fession, the  young  men  generally  go  out  as  journeymen, 
traveling  from  one  city  to  another  and  obtaining  as  much 
work  as  possible  at  their  business.  This  is  done  in  order  to 
gain  a  more  practical  knowledge  of  their  labor.  When  this 
course  has  been  pursued  and  the  young  man  has  gained  good 
recommends  from  his  different  employers,  he  is  prepared  to 
start  in  business  for  himself 

The  daughters  of  the  working  classes,  after  completing 
their  term  of  school,  generally  find  employment  in  some  of 
the  factories,  or  are  engaged  as  servants  in  private  families  or 
public  restaurants  and  hotels. 

One  very  noticeable  and  pleasing  feature  in  the  education 
of  the  youth,  is  that  they  are  not  only  instructed  mentally, 
but  they  are  also  exercised  in  gymnastics,  jumping,  running, 
etc.,  and  are  thereby  physically  developed.     The  games  and 

pastimes  of 
the  children 
and  youth  of 
Germany  are 
various.  The 
school  boys  are 
usually  taught 
military 
tactics,  in  the 
learning  of 
which  they 
generally  take 
great  pride.  In 
the  course  of 
their  training, 
they  become 
very  well  dis- 
ciplined, as  is 
made  manifest 
when  the  an- 
nual drills  and 
sham  battles 
take  place.  It 
seems,  in  fact, 
to  be  almost  a 
second  nature 
to  the  male 
population  of  that  nation  to  become  soldiers.  One  of  the 
principal  pastimes  of  the  young  men  and  women,  is  to  attend 
the  many  dances  given  by  the  proprietors  of  the  saloons. 
We  do  not  think  we  ever  knew  a  nation  so  universally  attached 
to  dancing  as  is  the  German.  We  have  known  people  to  even 
take  their  beds  and  pawn  them  in  order  to  obtain  sufficient 
money  to  pay  for  the  dance  ticket  and  one  or  two  glasses  of 
beer.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  ruin,  misery  and  suffer- 
ing which  these  nightly  carousals  entail  upon  the  participators 
therein.  Young  men  and  young  women,  ofttimes  the  sons 
and  daughters  of  wealthy  and  highly-respected  parents,  are 
misled  and  disgraced.  It  is  also  not  seldom  the  case  that 
men  and  women  of  a  more  mature  age,  heads  of  families,  are 
seen  in  these  dens  of  infamy  where  Satan  rules  supreme. 

It  is  very  common  in  that  country  of  beer,  for  men  to  take 
their  wives  and  children  into  a  .saloon  or  beer-garden  and  to 
order  a  glass  of  this  beverage  for  each,  but  they  being  all 
accustomed  to  this  drink,  it  does  not  intoxicate  them  in  the 
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least.  In  such  places  the  game  of"  cards  is  sometimes  indulged 
in,  but  gambling  is  only  earned  on  in  the  most  disreputable 
places. 

The  young  people  of  that  country  do  not  seem  to  entertain 
that  love  of  home  and  family  associations  which  is  here  so 
manifest.  Their  customs  are  such  as  to  early  wean  them  from 
that  parental  love  which  is  so  desirable  and  praiseworthy  in 
every  young  person.  Many  of  them  are  very  dutiful  towards 
their  parents,  and  enjoy  their  evenings  at  home,  but  our 
experience  teaches  us  that  the  majority  prefer  the  noise  and 
revels  of  the  dancing  hall  and  beer  saloon  to  'the  quiet 
associations  of  the  family  in  a  pleasant  home. 


TOPICS    OF    THE    TIMES. 


BY    THE     EDITOR. 


PERSECUTION. 


{Contitiiir(}.) 

"XXTHEPvVj    persecution  begins,"   says    the    learned  Dr. 

''  J ortin,  "'Christianity  ends."  We  look  in  vain  in  the 
teachings  or  the  example  of  Christ  for  any  justification  of 
intolerance  or  coercion  in  matters  of  religious  belief  or  prac- 
tice. Not  so,  however,  with  those,  who,  while  professing  to 
folio*  the  Master,  seek  to  impose  their  own  standard  of 
belief  or  their  own  code  of  morals  upon  others. 

The  great  persecutions  which  have  stained  the  history  of 
Christendom,  while  they  began  with  what  are  known  in 
Church  history  as  the  Ten  Persecutions,  by  which  the  pagans 
sought  to  extirpate  Christianity  itself,  have  been  followed  by 
multitudes  of  Christian  persecutions,  by  which  those  adhering 
to  one  form  of  belief  have  sought  to  crush  out  another  form. 
From  the  first  persecution  of  the  Christians  by  the  Romans 
under  the  emperor  Nero.  A.  D.  64,  to  the  succeeding  perse- 
cutions in  the  reigns  of  Pomitian,  Trajan,  Antoninus,  Severus, 
Dccius,  Valerian  and  Diocletian,  A.  D.  ?,i)Z,  a  series  of 
cruelties  and  horrors  were  perpetrated  upon  the  converts  to 
the  new  faith.  Historians  relate  that  in  the  last  dreadful 
persecution  of  ten  years  one  hundred  and  forty-four  thousand 
Christians  died  by  violence. 

Then  canio  the  conversion  of  the  emperor  (\instantine, 
in  :;l-  of  the  Christian  era,  after  which  Christianity  became 
the  public  religion  of  the  Roman  empire.  Under  the 
direct  inspiration  of  the  teachings  of  the  early  apostles,  the 
tenderness  ami  mercy  of  which  the  go^spcl  is  full  was  thor. 
oughly  exemplified.  Charity  and  goodwill  to  man  were  the 
essence  of  religion.  lAirbearance  and  toleration,  with  the 
most  unwearied  indulgence  to  human  error  and  frailty,  were 
everywhere  inculcated.  But,  unhappily,  there  arose  in  the 
early  history  of  the  church,  men  who  claimed  to  have  the 
Priesthood,  but  who  were  unworthy  to  wear  its  mantle,  who, 
through  ambition,  jealousy,  bigotry  or  intolerance  rai.scd  the 
fell  spirit  of  persecution  again.-it  their  brclbren.  In  the  12th 
century,  the  Imiui.sition  was  established,  who.sc  dreadful  perse- 
cutions in  attempting  to  enforce  uniformity  of  belief  filled  the 
world  with  horror  for  centuries.  In  Germany,  in  Pohemia, 
in  Poland,  in  Hungary  the  blood  of  the  I'rotestants  was  pro- 
fusely shed.  In  Holland,  the  merciless  and  unrelenting 
Spaniards  under  .Mva  perpetrated  the  most  amazing  cruelties 
to  enforce  the  submission  of  Protestants  to  the  Catholic  yoke. 
According  to  Grotius,  one  hundred  thousand   persons  were 


executed.  The  Netherlands,  however,  by  that  inevitable 
reaction,  which  is  one  of  the  laws  of  Providence,  threw 
off  the  Spanish  yoke,  and  the  persecuted  faith  became 
more  firmly  established  than  ever. 

France  has  many  times  been  deluged  in  blood  through  those 
religious  wars,  which  are  of  all  wars  the  bloodiest  and  the 
mo.st  remorseless.  The  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew  in 
l.-)72,  which  spread  from  Paris  through  the  whole  kingdom, 
until  over  thirty  thousand  Protestants  had  perished,  makes 
one  of  the  most  appalling  pages  in  history.  Yet  the  horrid 
deed  was  celebrated  by  a  .solemn  mass  and  jubilee  for  the 
extirpation  of  the  enemies  of  the  church.  Pope  Gregory 
XIII.,  and  his  cardinals  united  in  the  Te  Denm.  The  whole 
city  of  Rome  was  lit  up  with  bonfires,  and  the  cannon  of  St. 
Angelo  thundered  the  joy  of  the  ruling  party  over  the  murder 
of  so  many  heretics.  ]*jven  this  horrid  massacre  under 
Charles  IX. ,  was  surpassed  in  cruelty  by  the  persecutions  of 
the  Huguenots  under  Louis  XIV.  By  the  revocation  in  168.5 
of  the  edict  of  Nantes,  which  was  the  charter  of  toleration 
for  Protestants,  the  spirit  of  persecution  was  let  loose  again 
throughout  all  France.  Protestants  were  banished,  plundered, 
murdered  by  the  bayonet,  hanged,  or  burned  at  the  stake  in 
multitudes.  The  persecutors  were  guilty  towards  women  and 
children  of  brutalities  and  atrocities  almost  too  monstrous 
for  belief. 

The  number  of  Huguenots  and  other  Protestants  who  were 
driven  from  France  exceeded  fifty  thousand  families.  What 
that  intolerant  country  lost,  however,  was  gained  by  more 
liberal  nations.  In  Germany,  in  the  Netherlands,  in  Den- 
mark, in  England,  in  Ireland,  and,  more  than  all,  in  free  and 
tolerant  America,  the  stream  of  Huguenot  emigration  flowed 
in,  bearing  industry,  thrift  and  wealth  in  its  course.  The 
skilled  artizans  of  France  brought  their  strength  and  .science 
to  develop  the  agriculture  and  manufactories  of  the  new 
world. 

The  spirit  of  persecution,  which  led  to  these  atrocious 
cruelties  in  France,  fimnd  its  first  expression — as  it  has  now 
done  in  the  United  States  towards  the  Latter-day  Saints  in 
the  passage  of  the  Edmunds  act— in  the  forms  of  law.  An 
edict  was  formulated  disqualifying  the  Huguenots  for  all  offices 
in  the   state   and   magistracy. 

Similar  acts  accomplished  similar  results  in  England,  in  Scot- 
land, in  Ireland  and  even  amid  the  boasted  religious  and  civil 
freedom  of  the  Puritans  of  Massachusetts.  As  early  as  the 
fourth  century,  the  principle  of  coercion,  which  forms  the 
essence  of  all  persecuting  statutes,  was  applied.  Under  Con- 
stantino, the  pagans  were  first  deprived  of  offices  in  the 
state,  next  their  sacrifices  were  prohibited,  and  finally  their 
temples  were  destroyed,  and  their  entire  worship  suppressed 
by  force.  Not  only  the  iiagans,  but  the  Jews,  the  Aryans, 
and  the  Ponatists  were  persecuted  by  the  pen.al  laws. 

The  Thcodosian  code  contained  sixty-six  enactments  again,st 
heretics.  But  it  was  not  alone  in  early  ages,  nor  by  the 
savage  cruelties  of  the  Spanish  Inquisition  (by  which  thirty- 
one  thousand  persons  were  burnt  alive,  and  two  hundred 
and  ninety  thousand  condcninod  to  torture  and  imprisonment) 
that  the  fell  si)irit  of  persecution  for  opinion's  sake  has  been 
manifested.  It  is  true  that  the  Catholics  persecuted  the 
Protestants  ,  it  is  eciually  true  that  the  Catholics  held  no 
monopoly  of  intolerance,  and  wherever  they  got  the  upiier 
hand,  the  Protestants  persecuted  the  Catholics  in  their  turn. 
In  <!ermany,  the  ]>uthoran  princ^cs  i)rohibit('d  the  ("atholic 
worship  by  law.  In  Sweden,  all  dissenters  from  the  Augsburg 
confession  were  banished.      In  Protestant  Switzerland,   the 
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Anabaptists  were  drowned,  Servetus  was  burned,  and  others 
who  asserted  freedom  of  thought  were  severely  punished. 
In  France,  where  the  government  of  certain  towns  was  con* 
ceded  to  the  Protestants,  they  suppressed  the  Catholic  worship. 
Luther  distinctly  asserted  the  right  to  punish  herBsy  hf 
law ;  Oal\^in  and  Be4a  wrOt6  bo6ks  to  provfe  the  lawfulness  of 
persecution  ;  John  Knox  declared  that  th6se  guilty  of  idolatry 
(moElning  Itoman  Catholics)  might  justly  be  pat  to  death. 
Melanchthoti  and  Beza  defended  the  burning  of  Servetus  fol- 
his  opinions  on  the  trinity. 

All  the  most  eininenl  reformers  advocated  persecution, 
and  the  lise  of  coercion  to  maintain  their  doctrines  and  to  sup- 
press heresy.  Under  Elizabeth  a  law  was  made  prohibiting, 
under  penalty  of  imprisonment,  any  religious  service  except 
the  prayer-book.  In  1.562,  the  oath  of  supremacy  was 
imposed  on  all  Catholics  under  pain  of  forfeiture,  imprison- 
ment or  death.  The  church  of  England  persecuted  not  only 
the  Catholics,  but  the  Presbyterians  and  all  other  dissenters. 
The  Anabaptists  and  Aryans  were  burned  alive.  Presbyterians 
were  branded,  imprisoned,  and  placed  in  the  pillory.  In 
Scotland,  under  the  Stuarts,  an  atrocious  persecution  pursued 
all  who  repudiated  Episcopacy.  .Laws  were  passed  prohibit- 
ing conventicles  under  pain  of  death.  Presbyterians  were 
hunted  like  wild  beasts,  branded  and  tortured.  The  mildest 
punishment  was  banishment  to  Barbadoes.  In  Ireland,  the 
Catholics  were  tortured  and  hung.  The  religion  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  people  was  banned  and  proscribed.  By  the 
act  of  uniformity  of  Elizabeth,  all  worship  except  the  Anglican 
was  made  illegal ;  the  Catholics  were  fined  and  deprived 
of  the  power  of  holding  office,  and  their  church  reve- 
nues were  confiscated.  Yet  historians  record  that  this 
legislation  neither  was  nor  could  have  been  enforced.  It  was 
defeated  by  a  law  higher  than  the  power  of  the  persecutors ; 
the  law  of  nature,  which  enacts  that  in  every  community  the 
will  of  the  vast  majority  of  the  people  must  in  the  long  run 
prevail.  Catholic  Ireland  has  been  no  exception  to  this  law ; 
and  the  long  train  of  persecutions  and  penal  statutes  which 
stains  the  jurisprudence  of  England  has  not  availed  to 
change  the  faith,  to  suppress  the  convictions,  or  to  extermi- 
nate the  worship  of  the  Irish  people. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  men  have  become  disgusted  at  what 
has  been  called  religion,  when  it  has  brought  forth  such  fruits 
as  these?  Our  Savior  never  taught  His  followers  to  perse- 
cute ;  but  the  very  opposite.  No  true  follower  of  Jesus  will 
be  ever  guilty  of  persecuting  anybody.  No  matter  what 
fal.se  doctrines  people  will  teach  he  will  not  persecute  them 
therefor,  even  if  he  should  have  the  power  to  do  so — he  will 
rather  pity  them  ;  for  the  man  or  the  woman  who  has  a  false 
religion  and  is  in  error,  is  to  be  pitied.  With  such  a  religion 
they  can  not  be  saved,  and  is  not  that  punishment  enough? 
or  must  people  take  to  themselves  the  prerogative  of  the 
Almighty,  and  anticipate  his  condemnation  of  those  who  obey 
not  the  gospel  by  tormenting  them  here?  It  is  followers  of 
false  religions  who  persecute  others.  No  better  evidence  can 
be  furnished  that  they  are  not  true  disciples  of  Jesus  than  to 
have  them  seek  to  punish  others  for  their  religion.  This  is 
the  case  to-day  with  those  who. urged  the  pa.ssage  of  the 
Edmunds  law  and  now  urge  its  enforcement  against  the 
Latter-day  Saints.  But  they  say,  "It  is  not  your  religion  we 
punish  you  for,  it  is  that  which  you  do  in  the  name  of 
religion."  So  have  said  the  persecutors  of  the  just  in  all 
ages.  Our  Redeemer  was  not  crucified,  the  Jews  said,  for 
His  religion.  Those  who  murdered  His  apostles  would  have 
denied  doing  so  for  their  religion;  and  what  persecutor  ever  did, 


or  ever  will  acknowledge  that  it  was  against  religion  his  war 
was  or  is  being  made? 


JdSEPH    SMITri'S    YOTJTHFtrL 
LIFE. 


tt  G.  E. 


THE  supposed  bad  character  of  Joseph  Smith  when  d 
youth  has  been  made  the  text  for  many  a  tirade  against 
the  gospel  that  he,  by  God's  grace,  restored  to  the  earth.  How 
is  it  possible,  it  is  asked,  that  we  can  believe  that  God  would 
choose  such  an  instrument  for  His  work?  We  answer  in  the 
first  place,  God's  ways  are  not  as  man's  ways,  and  He  has  a 
perfect  right  to  choose  whomsoever  He  will.  But  further  we 
assert,  knowing  we  speak  the  truth,  that  the  stories  about 
Joseph  Smith's  bad  character  are  false,  and  were  never 
whispered  until  after  God  called  him,  and  he  had  commenced 
the  work  that  heaven  assigned  him.  Until  that  time  he  and 
his  parents  with  their  entire  family  enjoyed  a  good  reputation 
among  their  neighbors. 

No  sooner  had  Joseph  borne  his  simple  testimony  of 
angelic  visitations,  than  the  evil  one  commenced  to  vilify  his 
character,  to  destroy  the  effect  of  his  testimony.  Evil 
reports  spread  far  and  wide,  growing  as  they  went,  as  lies 
always  do,  until  the  days  of  D.  P.  Hurlburt,  who,  when 
going  east  to  obtain  "The  Manuscript  Found,"  made  it  his 
business  to  visit  the  neighborhood  of  Joseph's  early  home, 
and  gather  for  publication  all  the  floating  scandal  that  had 
been  in  circulation  from  the  beginning.  He  also  procured  an 
affidavit,  or  affidavits,  which  he  asserted  numbers  of  the  old 
neighbors  of  the  Smith  family  signed.  Some  of  the  persons 
whose  names  were  attached  to  those  papers  have  since  repudi- 
ated all  knowledge  thereof,  and  make  statements  with  regard 
to  Joseph  Smith's  character  entirely  at  variance  with  the 
tenor  of  the  affidavits.  Others  signed  from  hearsay  and  rumor 
and  not  from  actual  knowledge.  Others  are  said  to  have  been 
themselves  men  of  such  disreputable  character  that  to  be 
traduced  by  them  was  a  compliment.  The  names  of  entire 
strangers  were  also  added  to  swell  the  list.  These  fraudu- 
lent and  untruthful  affidavits  have  been  reprinted  time  and 
again,  and  others  have  followed  in  Hurlburt's  footsteps, 
inventing  other  statements  with  regard  to  Joseph  Smith,  and 
attaching  the  names  of  well-known  residents  of  Palmyra, 
Manchester,  etc.,  thereto  without  their  knowledge  and  con- 
sent, and  putting  into  their  mouths  statements  entirely 
at  variance  with  their  sentiments  and  expressions.  We 
regret  to  have  to  say  that  this  dirty  work  has  generally 
been  done  by  profes.sed  ministers  of  the  gospel. 

The  affidavits  gathered  by  Hurlburt  make  the  signers 
thereto  complain  that  the  Smith  family,  especially  .Joseph, 
was  indolent,  intemperate,  untruthful,  "entirely  destitute  of 
moral  character  and  addicted  to  vicious  habits."  These 
charges  are  not  only  false,  but  they  also  manifest  all  the 
bitter  hatred  of  religious  bigotry  and  all  the  exajrgeration  of 
envy  and  revenge. 

.Joseph  was  undoubtedly  not  perfect — none  of  us  are^but 
he  was  far  superior  in  almost  every  respect  to  his  neighbors 
and  associates.  In  his  own  account  of  his  youth,  between 
the  time  of  his  first  vision  and  the  visit  of  the  angel  Moroni, 
he  in  the  humility  of  his  repentance  fully  confessed  his  youthful 
follies,   and,   as  is  natural   with   sensitive   and    consciencious 


natures,  such  as  his,  evidently  applies  the  strongest  language 
to  his  shortcomings,  and  exaggerates  rather  than  extenuates 
his  youthful  misdeeds. 

He  writes: 

''During  the  space  of  time  which  intervened  between  the 
time  I  had  the  vision  and  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
twentj'-three  (having  been  forbidden  to  join  any  of  the 
religious  sects  of  the  day,  and  being  of  very  tender  years, 
and  persecuted  by  those  who  ought  to  have  been  my  friends, 
and  to  have  treated  me  kindly,  and  if  they  supposed  me  to  be 
deluded  to  have  endeavored,  in  a  proper  and  affectionate 
manner,  to  have  reclaimed  me),  I  was  left  to  all  kinds  of 
temptations,  and  mingled  with  all  kinds  of  society.  I  fre- 
quently fell  into  many  foolish  errors,  and  displayed  the  weak- 
ness of  youth,  and  the  corruption  of  human  nature,  which,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  led  me  into  divers  temptations,  to  the  grati- 
fication of  many  appetites  oflFensive  in  the  sight  of  God.  In 
consequence  of  these  things  I  often  felt  condemned  for  my 
weakness  and  imperfections;  when  on  the  evening  of  the 
twenty-first  of  September,  after  I  had  retired  to  my 
bed  for  the  night,  I  betook  myself  to  prayer  and 
supplication  to  Almighty  God,  for  forgiveness  of  all  my  sins 
and  follies,  and  also  for  a  manifestation  to  me,  that  I  might 
know  of  my  state  and  standing  before  Him ;  for  I  had  full 
confidence  in  obtaining  a  divine  manifestation,  as  I  had 
previously  had  one." 

The  above  is  a  simple,  straightforward,  artless  statement  of 
his  condition,  in  which  he  seeks  to  hide  nothing,  but  at  the 
same  time  shows  that  the  rebuffs  he  received,  the  perse- 
cutions he  suffered  from  those  who  should  have  been  his 
guides  and  friends  had  sufficient  influence  to  cause  him 
occasionally  to  give  way  to  the  weakness  of  youth  incidental 
to  association  with  the  rough  and  unrestrained  society  he 
from  his  lowly  position  in  life  was  naturally  compelled  to 
minirle  with. 

When  comparing  the  before-mentioned  vile  charges  with 
the  testimony  of  tho.><e  who  knew  the  future  Prophet's 
family  best,  we  learn  that  instead  of  being  indolent,  the  fiimily 
were  ''good  workers;"  instead  of  being  untruthful  and  vicious, 
they  were  honest,  upright,  religious  and  veracious,  good 
neighbors,  kind  in  sickness,  but  very  poor,  and  with  but  little 
of  the  knowledge  of  this  world.  Their  poverty,  which  some 
uncharitable  souls  have  transformed  into  "shiftlessness,"  or 
lack  of  management,  is  one  of  the  heaviest  charges  brought 
against  them. 

The  charge  of  intemperance  can  be  simmered  down  to  the 
hci  that  on  one  or  two  occasions,  in  the  harvest  field,  Joseph 
drank  rather  more  cider  than  did  him  good.  All  the  wit- 
nesses declared  that  "everybody  drank  in  those  days."  It 
was  before  the  age  of  temperance  societies,  and  all  classes  of 
people  considered  it  perfectly  right  to  take  a  little  strong 
drink  occasionally.  Drunkenness  was  the  besetting  sin  of  that 
era  among  the  English  race.  Joseph  was  not  a  "teetotaler," 
because  there  were  none.  Ho  was  also  very  fond  of  wrestling, 
as  many  of  his  friends  of  later  years  know,  ami  doubtless 
when  stimulated  with  cider  was  on  hand  for  a  bout,  or  for  anj- 
other  athletic  game  or  trial  of  strength  that  might  be  sug- 
ge.stcd.  From  this  exubarance  of  animal  spirits,  the  ene- 
mies of  God's  latter-day  work  have  built  up  the  story  of 
Joseph's  inebriety  and  vagabond  character. 

Again,  he  is  charged  with  the  grave  offense  of  being  a 
"money  digger."  Fn  one  sense  this  is  true.  The  whole 
country  round  aVjout  western  New  York  was  in  tho.se  days 
affected  with  a  mania  to  di.scover  hidden  treasures    in   the 


earth.  Most  marvelous  stories  are  told  of  the  interposition 
of  unseen  beings  when  some  of  these  treasures  were  dis- 
turbed. The  public  mind  was  greatly  troubled  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  Joseph  Smith  was  employed  by  a  man  at  one  time 
to  dig  for  him  in  the  hope  of  discovering  some  of  these 
buried  riches,  or  an  ancient  Spanish  mine.  Joseph  worked 
for  him  as  he  would  for  any  other  man,  or  for  the  same  man 
if  he  engaged  him  to  plant  potatoes  or  hoe  corn.  From  this 
grew  the  story  of  Joseph  being  a  money-digger.  Even  if  he 
dug  for  treasure  on  his  own  responsibility,  we  do  not  know 
that  there  is  anything  degrading,  dishonest  or  criminal  in 
such  an  action. 

The  following  is  Joseph's  own  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  he  became  saddled  with  the  title  of  "Money-digger." 

"As  my  father's  worldly  circumstances  were  very  limited, 
we  were  under  the  necessity  of  laboring  with  our  hands,  hir- 
ing by  day's  work  and  otherwise  as  we  could  get  opportunity; 
sometimes  we  were  at  home  and  sometimes  abroad,  and  by 
continued  labor  we  were  enabled  to  get  a  comfortable  main- 
tenance. 

"In  the  year  1S24,  my  father's  family  met  with  a  great 
affliction,  by  the  death  of  my  eldest  brother,  Alvin.  In  the 
month  of  October,  1825,  I  hired  with  an  old  gentleman,  by 
the  name  of  Josiah  Stoal,  who  lived  in  Chenango  County, 
State  of  New  York.  He  had  heard  something  of  a  .silver 
mine  having  been  opened  by  the  Spaniards,  in  Harmony, 
Susquehanna  County,  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  had, 
previous  to  my  hiring  with  him,  been  digging,  in  order,  if 
possible,  to  discover  the  mine.  After  1  went  to  live  with  him 
he  took  me  among  the  rest  of  his  hands  to  dig  for  the  silver 
mine,  at  which  I  continued  to  work  for  nearly  a  month  with- 
out success  in  our  undertaking,  and  finally  I  prevailed  with 
the  old  gentleman  to  cease  digging  after  it.  Hence  arose  the 
very  prevalent  story  of  my  having  been  a  money-digger." 

Somewhere  about  this  time,  or  possibly  rather  later,  Joseph 
worked  for  Mr.  Joseph  Knight,  of  Colesville,  New  Y'ork. 

Of  Joseph,  Mr.  Knight's  son.  Newel,  writes  in  his  private 
manuscript  journal,  as  follows: 

"The  business  my  father  was  engaged  in,  often  required 
him  to  have  hired  help,  and  among  the  many  he  from  time 
to  time  employed  was  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Jo.senh 
Smith,  Jun.,  to  whom  I  was  particularly  attached.  His 
noble  deportment,  his  faithfulness,  and  his  kind  address  could 
not  fail  to  win  the  esteem  of  those  who  had  the  pleasure  of 
his  acquaintance.  One  thing  I  will  mention  which  seemed  to 
be  a  peculiar  characteristic  with  him  in  all  his  boyish  sports 
and  amusements;  I  never  knew  anyone  to  gain  advantage 
over  him,  and  yet  be  was  alwaj's  kind  and  kept  the  good  will 
of  his  playmates." 

In  March,  ISSI,  two  gentlemen,  named  Kelley,  residing  in 
Michigan,  determined,  for  their  own  satisfaction,  to  visit  the 
neighborhood  where  Jo.seph  spent  his  youth,  anil  ((uestion  the 
older  residents  who  were  a(|uainted  with  the  Smith  family  as 
to  their  knowledge  of  the  character  of  Joseph,  his  parents 
and  his  brothers  and  sisters.  Their  interviews  with  numerous 
parties  who  claim  to  have  known  Jo.soph  wore  afterwards  jiub- 
lished.  Among  tho.se  visited  were  the  families,  and  some- 
times the  identical  persons  who.se  names  had  been  appended, 
often  without  their  knowledge,  to  former  .scurrelous  affidavits 
regarding  the  reputation  of  the  Smith  family.  In  several 
ca.ses  these  parties  stated  that  they  did  not  so  much  as  know 
that  any  statement  of  theirs  had  ever  been  published;  that  they 
never  tittered  the  .sentiments  or  made  the  assert icmsiittri but cil  to 
them,  and  in  some  instances  that  they  had  been  abused  bccau.se 
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they  would  not  make  the  damaging  statements  regarding 
Joseph's  character,  that  those  who  visited  them  required.  In 
many  cases  where  they  spoke  disparagingly  oF  the  Prophet's 
family  to  ihelMossr-.  Kelley,  these  gentlemen  found  that  they 
spoke //•()(/) /te>//-.svH/,  a'll  not  from  actual  knowh'drje;  while 
those  who  knew  Joseph  best  spoke  of  him  the  most  highly. 
We  here  append  a  few  extracts  from  these  interviews,  at 
the  same  time  remarking,  (to  put  the  feeling  in  the  mildest 
language),  that  ^ome  of  these  gentleilien  were  no  friends  of  the 
Smith  family. 

"\Vhat  did  you  know  about  the  Smiths.  Mr.  Gilbert?" 

"I  knew  nothing  my<;lf;  hive  seei  J  )S9ph  S  uith  a  few 
times,  but  not  acquainted  with  him.  Saw  Hyrum  quite  often. 
I  am  the  party  that  set  the  type  from  the  origin  il  manuscript 
for  the  Book  of  Mormon.  They  translated  it  in  a  cave,  I 
would  know  that  manuscript  to-day  if  I  should  see  it.  The 
most  of  it  w;is  in  Oliver  Cowdery's  handwriting-  Some  in 
Joseph's  wife's;  a  small  part  though.  Hyrum  Smith  always 
brought  the  manuscript  to  the  office  ;  he  would  have  it  under 
his  coat,  and  all  buttoned  up  as  carefully  as  though  it  was  so 
much  gold.  He  said  at  the  time  that  it  was  translated  from 
plates  by  the  power  of  God,  and  they  were  very  particular 
about  it.  We  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  with  it.  It  was 
not  punctuated  at  all.  They  did  not  know  anything  about 
punctuation,  and  we  had  to  do  that  ourselves." 

"Well;  did  you  change  any  part  of  it  when  you  were  setting 
the  type?"  " 

"No,  sir:  we  never  changed  it  at  all." 

"Why  did  you  not  change  it  and  correct  it?" 

"Because  they  would  not  allow  us  to  ;  they  were  very  par- 
ticular about  that.  We  never  changed  it  in  the  least.  Oh, 
well ;  there  might  have  been  one  or  tw  i  words  that  1  changed 
the  spelling  of;  I  believe  I  did  change  the  spelling  of  one,  and 
perhaps  two,  but  no  more." 

"Did  you  set  all  the  type,  or  did  some  one  help  you?'' 

"I  did  the  whole  of  it  myself  and  helped  to  read  the  proof, 
too;  there  was  no  one  who  worked  at  that  but  myself" 
Did  you  ever  see  one  of  the  first  copies?  I  have  one  here 
that  was  never  bound.  Mr.  Grandin,  the  printer,  gave  it  to 
me.  If  you  ever  saw  a  Book  of  Mormon  you  will  see  that 
they  changed  it  afterwards." 

"They  did!  Well,  let  us  see  your  copy;  that  is  a  good 
point.     How  is  it  changed  now  ?" 

"I  will  show  you,  (bringing  out  his  copy).  Hero  on  the  title 
page  it  says,  (reading)  'Joseph  Smith,  Jr. ,  author  and  pro- 
prietor.' Afterwards,  in  getting  out  other  editions  they  left 
that  out,  and  only  claimed  that  Joseph  Smith  translated  it  " 

"Well,  did  they  claim  anything  else  than  that  he  was  the 
translator  when  they  brought  the  manuscript  to  you?" 

"Oh,  no  ;  they  claimed  that  he  was  translating  by  means  of 
some  instiuments  he  got  at  the  same  time  he  did  the  plates, 
and  that  the  Lord  helped  him  " 

The  Messr.s.  Kelley  also  called  upon  Dr.  John  Stafford,  at 
Rochester,  N.  Y.  He  is  now  a  retired  physican,  being  too  aged 
and  infirm  to  practice.  Answering  a  question  as  to  the  character 
of  Joseph  Smith,  he  said : 

"He  was  a  real  clever,  jovial  boy.  What  Tucker  said  about 
them"  (the  Smith  family)  "was  false,  absolutely.  My  father, 
William  Stafford,  was  never  connected  with  them  in  any  way. 
The  Smiths, with  others,  were  diggiijg  for  money  before  Joe  got 
the  plates.  My  father  had  a  .stone,  which  =ome  thought  they 
could  look  through,  and  old  Mrs  Smith  came  there  after  it  one 
day,  but  never  got  it.  Saw  them  digging  one  time  for  money: 
(this  was  three  or  four  years  before  the  Book  of  Mormon  was 


found)  the  Smiths  and  others.  The  old  man  and  Hyrum  were 
there,  I  think,  but  Joseph  was  not  there.  The  neighbors  used 
to  claim  Sally  Cha.se  could  look  at  a  stone  she  had,  and  see 
money.  Willard  Chase  used  to  dig  when  she  found  where 
the  money  was.  Djn't  know  as  any  body  ever  found  any 
money." 

"What  was  the  character  of  Smith,  as  to  his  drinking?" 

"It  was  common  then  for  everybody  to  drink,  and  to  have 
drink  in  the  field;  one  time  Joe,  while  working  for  .some  one 
after  he  was  married,  drank  too  much  boiled  cider.  He  came 
in  with  his  shirt  torn;  his  wife  felt  bad  about  it,  and  when 
they  went  home,  she  put  her  shawl  on  him." 

"Had  he  been  fighting  and  drunk?" 

"No;  he  had  been  scuffling  with  some  of  the  boys.  Never 
saw  him  fight;  have  known  him  to  souffle;  would  do  a  fair 
day's  work  if  hired  out  to  a  man;  but  were  poor  managers," 
(the  Smiths). 

"What  abdut  that  black  sheep  your  father  let  them  have?'' 

"I  have  heard  that  story,  but  don't  think  my  father  was 
there  at  the  time  they  say  Smith  got  the  sheep.  I  don't 
know  anything  about  it." 

"You  were  living  at  home  at  the  time,  and  it  seems  you 
ought  to  know  if  they  got  a  sheep,  or  stole  one,  from  your 
father?  " 

"They  never  stole  one,  I  am  sure;  they  may  have  got  one 
sometime." 

"Well,  Doctor,  you  know  pretty  well  whether  that  story  is 
true  or  not,  that  Tucker  tells.     What  do  you  think  of  it?" 

"I  don't  think  it  is  true.  I  would  have  heard  more  about 
it,  that  is  true.  I  lived  a  mile  from  Smith's;  am  seventy-six 
years  old.  They  were  peaceable  among  themselves.  The  old 
woman  had  a  great  deal  of  faith  that  their  children  were  going 
to  do  something  great.  Joe  was  quite  illiterate.  After  they 
began  to  have  school  at  their  house,  he  improved  greatly." 

"Did  they  have  school  in  their  own  house?'' 

"Yes,  sir;  they  had  school  in  their  house,  and  studied  the 
Bible." 

Who  was  their  teacher?" 

"They  did  not  have  any  teacher;  they  taught  themselves." 

-H-  *  -X-  ^  -K-  -x-  -;■:-  * 

If  young  Smith  was  as  illiterate  as  you  say.  Doctor,  how  do 
you  account  for  the  Book  of  Mormon?" 

"Well,  I  can't;  except  that  Sidney  Rigdon  was  connected 
with  them." 

"What  makes  you  think  he  was  connected  with  them  ?" 

"Because  I  can't  account  for  the  Book  of  Mormon  any 
other  way." 

"Was  Rigdon  ever  around  there  before  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon was  published?' 

"No;  not  as  we  could  ever  find  out.  Sidney  Rigdon  was 
never  there,  that  Hurlburt,  or  Howe,  or  Tucker  could  find 
out." 

"Well;  3'ou  have  been  looking  out  for  the  facts  a  long  time, 
have  j'ou  not.  Doctor?" 

"Yes;  I  have  been  thinking  and  hearing  about  it  for  the 
last  fifty  years,  and  lived  right  among  all  their  old  neighbors 
there  most  of  the  time." 

"And  no  one  has  ever  been  able  to  trace  the  acquaintance 
of  Rigdon  and  Smith,  until  after  the  Book  of  Mormon  was 
published,  and  Rigdon  proselyted  by  I'ratt,  in  Ohio?" 

"Not  that  I  know  of" 

■X-  -A-  -X-  -X-  X-  -X-  -X-  Ofr 

"Were  you  acquainted  with  them"  (theSmithsl  "Mr.  Saun- 
ders?" 
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"Yes,  sir;  I  knew  all  of  the  Smith  family  well;  there  were 
six  boys;  Alvin,  Hyrum,  Joseph,  Harrison,  William  and  Car- 
los, and  there  were  two  eirls;  the  old  man  was  a  cooper;  they 
have  all  worked  for  me  many  a  day;  they  were  very  good 
people.  Young  Joe,  (as  we  called  him  then),  has  worked  for 
me,  and  he  was  a  good  worker:  they  all  were.  I  did  not  con- 
sider them  good  managers  about  business,  but  they  were  poor 
people;  the  old  man  had  a  large  family." 

"In  what  respect  did  they  differ  from  other  people,  if  at 
all?" 

"I  never  noticed  that  they  were  diiferent  from  other  neigh- 
bors; they  were  the  best  family  in  the  neighborhood  in  case 
of  sickness;  one  was  at  my  house  nearly  all  the  time  when  my 
father  died;  I  always  thought  them  honest;  they  were  owing 
me  some  money  when  they  left  here;  that  is,  the  old  man  and 
Hyrum  did,  and  Martin  Harris.  One  of  them  came  back  in 
about  a  year  and  paid  me." 

"How  were  they  as  to  habits  of  drinking  and  getting 
drunk  ?' ' 

"Everybody  drank  a  little  in  those  days,  and  the  Smiths 
with  the  rest;  they  never  got  drunk  to  my  knowledge." 

"How  well  did  you  know  young  Joseph  Smith?" 

"Oh  !  just  as  well  as  one  could  verj'  well;  he  has  worked 
for  me  many  a  time,  and  been  about  my  place  a  great  deal. 
He  stopped  with  me  many  a  time,  when  through  here,  after 
they  went  west  to  Kirtland:  he  was  always  a  gentleman  when 
about  my  place." 

"^Vhat  did  you  know  about  his  finding  that  book,  or  the 
plates  in  the  hill  over  here?" 

"He  always  claimed  that  he  saw  the  angel  and  received  the 
book;  but  I  don't  know  anything  about  it.  Have  seen  it,  but 
never   read  it  as  I  know  of ;  didn' t  care  anything  about  it. " 

"^Vell;  you  seem  to  differ  a  little  from  a  good  many  of  the 
stories  told  about  these  people." 

"I  have  told  you  just  what  I  know  about  them,  and  you 

will  have  to  go  somewhere  else  for  a  different  story." 

*  *  -i^-  «■  -j^  *  *  * 

"To  our  enquiries  if  he  [a  Mr.  Thos.  H.  Taylorl  was 
aijuainted  with  the  Smiths,  and  the  early  settlers  throughout 
that  part,  sometimes  called  Mormons,  he  said  : 

"Yes;  I  knew  them  very  well ;  they  were  very  nice  men, 
too ;  the  only  trouble  was  they  were  ahead  of  the  people ; 
and  the  peoi>le,  as  in  every  such  case,  turned  out  to  abuse 
them,  because  they  had  the  manhood  to  stand  for  their  own 
convictions.  1  have  seen  sucli  work  all  llirough  life,  and  when 
I  was  working  with  John  Hrnwn  f'nr  the  freedom  of  my  fellow- 
man,  T  often  got  in  tight  places;  and  if  it  bad  not  been  for 
(rerriit  Smith,  Wendell  I'hillips  and  some  others,  who  gave 
me  their  influence  and  money,  T  don't  know  how  I  would 
ever  got  throuch." 

"What  did  the  Smiths  do  that  the  people  abused  them 
.so." 

"They  did  not  do  any  thing.  Why!  thc.«e  rascals  at  one 
time  took  Joseph  Smith  and  ducked  him  in  the  pond  that 
you  .see  over  there,  just  because  he  preached  what  he  believed, 
and  for  nothing  else.  And  if  Jesus  Christ  had  been  there, 
they  would  have  done  the  same  to  Mini.  Now  I  don't  believe 
like  he  did:  but  every  man  has  a  right  to  his  religious  opin- 
ions, and  to  advocate  his  views,  too;  if  people  don't  like  it, 
let  them  come  out  and  meet  him  on  the  stand,  and  .show  his 
error.  Smith  was  always  ready  to  exchange  views  with  the 
best  men  they  had.  " 

"Why  did  nt  thoy  like  Smith?" 


"To  tell  the  truth,  there  was  something  about  him  they 
could  not  understand;  some  way  he  knew  more  than  they  did, 
and  it  made  them  mad.  " 

"But  a  good  many  tell  terrible  stories,  about  them  being 
lo  \  people,  rogues,  and  liars,  and  such  things.   How  is  that?  ' 

"Oh!  they  are  a  set  of  d — d  liars.  1  have  had  a  home 
here,  and  been  here,  except  when  on  business,  all  my  life — 
ever  since  I  came  to  this  country,  and  I  know  those  fellows; 
they  make  these  lies  on  Smith,  because  they  love  a  Ho  better 
than  the  truth.  I  can  take  you  to  a  great  many  old  settlers 
here  who  will  substantiate  what  I  say,  and  if  you  want  to  go, 
just  come  around  to  my  place  across  the  street  there,  and  I'll 
go  with  you.  " 

"Well,  that  is  very  kind,  Mr.  Taylor,  and  'fiiir;  if  we  have 
time  we  will  call  around  and  give  you  the  chance;  but  we  arc 
first  going  to  see  these  fellows  who,  so  rumor  says,  know  so 
much  against  them, ' ' 

"All  right;  but  you  will  find  they  don't  know  anythiug 
against  those  men  when  you  put  them  down  to  it;  they  could 
never  sustain  an.vthing  against  Smith." 

"Do  you  think  Smith  ever  got  any  plates  out  of  the  hill  he 
claimed  to?" 

'  'Yes;  I  rather  think  he  did.  Why  not  he  find  something 
as  well  as  anybody  else?  Right  over  here,  in  Illinois  and 
Ohio,  in  mounds  there,  they  have  discovered  copper  plates 
since,  with  hieroglyphics  all  over  them;  and  quite  a  number 
of  the  old  settlers  around  here  testified  that  Smith  showed 
the  plates  to  them — they  were  good,  honest  men,  and  what  is 
the  .sense  in  saying  they  lied  ?  Now,  I  never  saw  the  Book  of 
Mormon — don't  know  anything  about  it,  nor  care;  and  don't 
know  as  it  was  ever  translated  from  the  plates.  You  have 
heard  about  the  Spaulding  romance;  and  .some  claim  that  it  is 
nothing  but  the  Ixioks  of  the  Bible  that  were  rejected  by  the 
compilers  of  the  Bible;  but  all  this  don't  prove  that  Smith 
never  got  any  plates." 
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IN  our  last  session,  beloved  young  friends,  we  rctlcctcd  niuin 
the  necessity  of  our  having  the  Spirit  of  (lod  (the  science 
of  theology  being  of  God)  to  aid  us  in  this  important  study, 
'{'he  true  science  of  theology  can  only  be  taught  by  the  spirit 
of  ie\elation.  Before  tbc  reorganization  of  the  Cluirch  of 
Christ  in  this  age,  in  a  revelation  given  to  Oliver  (Niwdcry,  in 
Harmony,  I'ennsylvania.  Ai)ril,  ISL".i.  the  Jiord  said,  "\'crily, 
verily,  I  say  unto  you,  that  assuredly  as  the  Lord  livctli.  who 
is  your  God  and  your  lledecmer,  even  so  surely  sludl  .\ou 
receive  a  knowleilge  of  whatsoever  things  you  shall  ask  in  laitli, 
with  an  honest  h(«irl."  This  is  a  tnu^  principle  that  should 
encourag(^  cv(^ry  studi^nl  in  tlio  siiencc  of  theology. 

When  Christ  dwelt  upon  (he  i^arlli,  in  Mis  instniclioii  lo  ihe 
people.  He  declared,  "My  doi-lrinr  is  not  luloc,  Imi  lllslhul 
.sent  me." 

Who  .sent  Him?     It  w:is  (lod.  (jiir  l''/lcnial  l"':ither. 

On  another  occiision  He  said,  "No  man  ran  co'ir  to  me, 
except  the   l''athcr  which  hath  sent  mo  draw  him  :  and  1  will 
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raise  him  up  at  the  last  day.  It  is  written  in  the  prophets, 
And  the}'  shall  be  all  taught  of  God"  (see  John  vii.,  li'i,  and 
John  vi.,  44,  45). 

Now  turn  to  the  tenth  chapter  of  Roman.s,  commencing  at 
the  fourteenth  verse:  "How  then  shall  the.y  call  on  Him  in 
whom  they  have  not  believed?  and  how  shall  they  believe  in 
Him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard?  and  how  shall  they  hear 
without  a  preacher?  and  how  shall  they  preach,  except  they 
be  sent?" 

By  this  we  learn  that  a  true  exponent  of  the  science  of 
theology  must  be  sent  of  God  to  have  the  authority  and  under- 
standing to  teach  and  administer  in  the  principles  and  ordi- 
nances described  in  this  science. 

Please  compare  the  foregoing  quotations  with  the  fifth 
chapter  of  Hebrews,  fourth  verse:  "And  no  man  taketh  this 
honor  unto  himself,  but  he  that  is  called  of  God,  as  was  Aaron. 
So  also  Christ  glorified  not  Himself  to  be  made  an  high  priest; 
but  He  that  said  unto  Him,  Thou  art  my  Son,  to-day  have  I 
begotten  thee.  As  He  said  also  in  another  place,  Thou  art  a 
priest  for  ever  after  the  order  of  Melchisedec. "  Also  with 
the  ninth  and  tenth  verses:  "And  being  made  perfect,  He 
became  the  author  of  eternal  salvation  unto  all  them  that 
obey  Him ;  called  of  (Jod  an  high  priest  after  the  order  of 
Melchisedec. ' ' 

All  the  prophets  and  holy  men  that  have  ever  taught  the 
true  science  of  theology  have  been  called  of  God  and  taught 
of  Him.  They  knew  that  He  lived  and  that  the  principles 
they  taught  and  the  prophesies  they  uttered  were  true,  for 
they  understood  the  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  gener- 
ations who  have  since  lived  have  known  they  were  sent  of  God 
by  the  literal  fulfillment  of  their  predictions,  although  those 
prophets  were  rejected  when  living. 

The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  when  living  upon  the  earth  and  having 
divine  authoritj',  being  instructed  of  God,  called  others  to  His 
assistance  to  teach  this  divine  science.  In  the  tenth  chapter  of 
Matthew  we  have  the  names  of  twelve  men  who  were  chosen 
to  expound  this  science  of  theology.  He  also  gave  them 
power  against  unclean  spirits,  to  cast  them  out,  and  to  heal 
all  manner  of  sickness  and  all  manner  of  disease.  The  names 
of  the  twelve  chosen  men  were:  "Simon,  who  is  called  Peter, 
and  Andrew  his  brother;  James  the  son  of  Zebedee,  and 
John  his  brother ;  Philip,  and  Bartholomew ;  Thomas,  and 
Matthew  the  publican ;  James  the  son  of  Alpheus,  and 
Lebbeus,  whose  surname  was  Thaddeus;  Simon  the  Canaanite 
and  Judas  Isciriot." 

The  class  will  please  commit  these  names  to  memory.  These 
men  were  sent  of  Goil,  through  Jesus  Christ,  whom  He  had 
sent,  to  teach  the  eternal  principles  of  this  science.  Our 
students  should  cirefuUy  read  this  tenth  chapter  of  Matthew 
and  observe  the  extraordinary  powers  that  ,^'ere  given  unto 
these  men  and  the  promises  made  them  through  t!ieir  faith 
and  confidence  in  the  living  and  true  God,  and  the  condem- 
nation tliat  would  iittciid  those  who  rejected  them.  He  taught 
them  that  they  were  tn  take  no  thmight  how  or  what  they 
should  speak,  for  it  should  bo  given  tlieni  in  the  day  and  hour 
it  was  neetkd;  also,  that  it  was  not  they  who  spoke  but  the 
Spirit  of  the  Father  which  spoke  in  them.  He  imj)re.s.sing 
upon  them  that  they  were  engaged  in  a  peculiar  work 
indiko  any  other,  even  the  work  of  the  Father,  and  (his  is 
further  evidence  for  our  scholars  of  the  necessity  of  the 
first  requisite  alluded  to  in  our  last  session. 

In  the  tenth  chaiUer  of  Luke  we  have  an  account  given  oi' 
the  calling  and  sending  of  seventy  disciples  whom  he  sent  two 
by  two,   giving  them  similar  extraordinary  powci-s,  and  it  is 


recorded  that  when  the  seventy  returned  they  had  great  joy, 
for  their  experience  had  demonstrated  that  they  were  sent  of 
God.  They  testified  to  Christ,  that  devils  were  subject  unto 
them  through  His  name.  Christ  told  them  He  had  beheld 
Satan  as  lightning  fall  from  heaven.  He  also  gave  them 
increased  powers,  and  said:  "Notwithstanding,  in  this  rejoice 
not,  that  the  spirits  are  subject  unto  you;  but  rather  rejoice, 
because  your  names  are  written  in  heaven." 

It  certainly  must  have  been  a  source  of  pure  delight  to  the 
seventy,  to  have  the  evidences  that  they  were  called  of  God 
and  to  hear  that  their  names  were  written  in  heaven,  proving 
the  correctness  of  the  principle  enunciated  by  the  Redeemer, 
that  whosoever  would  do  the  will  of  the  Father  should  know 
of  the  doctrine. 

Our  students  will  please  read  the  first  twenty-four  verses  of 
this  tenth  chapter  of  Luke.  We  would  here  say,  read  attten- 
tively  and  prayerfully.  Ask  the  Father,  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  to  inspire  your  hearts  to  comprehend  this  most  valuable 
and  delightful  science.  Remember  that  "there  is  a  spirit  in 
man :  and  the  inspiration  of  the  Almighty  giveth  them  under- 
standing;" that  to  correctly  understand  the  things  of  God  we 
must  enjoy  the  Spirit  of  God — must  be  taught  of  God. 

To  lay  a  proper  foundation  in  the  science  of  theology  we 
must  believe  with  all  our  hearts  that  God  lives,  and  that  He  is 
a  rewarderof  those  who  diligently  seek  Him,  and  in  our  experi- 
ence we  will  find  that  He  is  the  same  to-day  as  yesterday  and 
for  ever ;  also  that  by  faith  we  can  enjoy  to-day  that  choice 
knowledge,  even  the  knowledge  of  God,  for  which  the  saints 
anciently  counted  everything  as  dross  that  the.v  might  obtain 
it ;  for  to  know  the  only  true  God  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  He 
hath  sent,  is  life  eternal. 


Samuel  Johnson's  Penanck. — During  the  last  visit  which 
Dr.  Johnson  made  to  Lichfield  the  friends  with  whom  he  was 
staying  missed  him  one  morning  at  the  breakfast  table.  On 
inquiring  after  him  of  the  servants  they  understood  he  had 
set  oif  from  Lichfield  at  a  very  early  hour,  without  mentioning 
to  any  of  the  family  whither  he  was  going.  The  day  passed 
without  the  return  of  the  illustrious  guest,  and  the  party  began 
to  be  very  uneasy  on  his  account,  when,  just  before  the  .supper 
hour,  the  door  opened  and  the  doctor  stalked  into  the  room. 
A  solemn  silence  of  a  few  minutes  ensued,  nobody  inquiring  the 
cause  of  his  absence,  which  was  at  length  rel'eved  by  Johnson 
addressing  the  lady  of  the  house  in  the  following  manner: 
"Madam,  I  beg  your  pardon  for  the  abruptness  of  my  departure 
from  your  house  this  morning,  but  I  was  constrained  to  it  by 
my  conscience.  Fifty  years  ago,  madam,  on  this  day,  I  com- 
mitted a  breach  of  filial  piety,  which  has  ever  since  lain  heavy 
on  my  mind,  and  has  not  till  this  day  been  expiated.  My 
father,  you  recollect,  was  a  book.seller,  and  had  long  been  in 

the  habit  of  attending market,  and  opening  a  stall  for  the 

sale  of  his  books  during  the  day.  Confined  to  his  bed  by 
indisposition,  he,  requested  me,  this  time  fifty  years  ago, 
to  vi.sit  the  market  and  attend  the  stall  in  his  place.  But, 
madam,  my  pride  prevented  me  from  doing  my  duty,  and  I 
gave  my  father  a  refusal.  To  do  away  the  sin  of  this  dis- 
obedience, I  this  day  went  in  a  po.st-chaise  to ^,and,  going 

into  the  market  at  the  time  of  high  business,  uncovered  ray 
head  and  stood  with  it  bare  an  hour  before  the  stall  which  my 
father  had  formerly  used,  exposed  to  the  sneers  of  the  pass- 
ers-by and  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  ;  a  penence  by  which, 
T  trust,  I  have  propitiated  Heaven  for  this  only  instance,  I 
believe,  of  C(pntumacy  towards  my  father" — JlnsiprH'x  Jo/iiimin. 
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We  greet  you  with  joy,  our  aged  friends, 

Our  father.-;  and  uiuthere  dear; 
May  God  Ills  blessings  upon  you  send, 

And  spare  you  for  many  a  year. 

Our  example,  we  trust,  will  worthy  be 

And  prove  a  safe  guide  to  you, 
That  you  may  follow  as  we  do  Him 

AV'ho  bled  for  the  just  and  true. 

Your  e.\ami)lc  wc  know  will  worthy  prove. 

And  lie  a  safe  guide  and  true 
To  those  who  follow,  as  yuu  lead  on. 

Which  we  shall  endeavor  to  do. 

Our  trust  is  in  Him  who  reigns  on  high. 
That  He  will  our  Savior  be, 
NOTK— 1  hf  fir^t,  lUinl,  liflli  and  sevciilh  verses  are  to  be  sung  liy  aged  persons. 


And  guide  us  daily  throughout  our  lives. 
And  set  us  from  bondage  free. 

Our  trust  is  with  yours,  our  parents  dear. 
We  know  that  if  wo  do  right. 

Our  Father  above  His  light  will  send. 
That  we  may  in  truth  delight. 

Now,  may  the  blessings  of  God  descend. 
And  His  Spirit  prevail  to-day; 

That  we  His  presence  at  last  may  gain, 
In  the  celestial  glory's  ray. 

"Amen,"  we  say  to  ynur  imiycr  exiiresscd. 
And  tni.st  that  our  lixes  iiia>'  be 

So  ordered  throughout  our  days  on  earth. 
We  shall  meet  in  elcniity. 

and  the  others  by  young  [jeople. 


E  N  I  a  M  A 


ily  tir.it  an  aniinul  we  trace, 

Beloveil  Vjy  many  in  il.s  place, 

(Jn  changing  head,  wn  then  behold, 

What  fir-t  does  love,  go  I   am  told. 

My  third  a  creature  is  they  .«ay 

Who  through  ilark  nights  can  see  hi.s  way; 

Then  change  the  head  and  wliat  is  seen. 

You  all  know  how  to  do,  1  wocn; 

But  ehangf  again,  and  we  in  this 

Keveal  what  some  folks  are,  1  wis; 

Again,  and  what  we've  done,  I  trow, 

So  very  .(uickly  it  will  show; 

If  once  again  3-00  ehango  the  head, 

Thin  what  wc  wear  you'll  have  instead. 
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